
Our Sunday Service Together 

Sunday 29th March 2020 Lent 5 
 
 

In preparation find a still space at home and if possible light a candle. Take time to allow the words to 
settle into your heart as you say all the bold text aloud. 

 
As you read the reflection written for the day take time and ask yourself what especially spoke to you 

today and why. What does this have to say about how you are Christ’s disciple, loved, forgiven, 
redeemed and called to service? What does this have to say about God and in seeing more of God what 

impact is that for your life and through you the lives of those about you? 
 

This Sunday, for those of you with online connections you might like to open the MP3 file sent 
with the service and listen to it after reading the reflection. It is also available on the church 

website; search for Ilchester district churches and it is all under the Sunday Services Together 
section.                                                                                           

For those without the words of the hymn follow the Reflection; I am sure you know the tune. 
 
 

Preparation 
 

All: Be with us, Spirit of God; nothing can separate us from your love. 
Breathe on us, breath of God; fill us with your saving power. 
Speak in us, wisdom of God; bring strength, healing and peace. 

 
 This is the day that the Lord has made. 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
 Through the brokenness of Christ, we become one body 

as one body we now gather in the name of Christ to offer our praise and 
thanksgiving, to receive God’s holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 

 
 

Our Confession 
 

Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ 
So let us turn away from our sin and turn to Christ, confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
All: Lord God, we have sinned against you; 

we have done evil in your sight. 
We are sorry and repent. 
Have mercy on us according to your love. 
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. 
Renew a right spirit within us 
and restore us to the joy of your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



Be still for a moment in confession and in receiving God’s Grace in Christ 

 
All: Blessed is the Lord, for he has heard the voice of our prayer;  
 therefore, shall our hearts dance for joy and in our song will we praise our God. 
 

The opening prayer 
 

All: The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart 
and mind. 

 
Silence is kept. 

 
All: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, 

set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Word of God 
 

Psalmody We say the psalm aloud 

 
Psalm 130 
 
Out of the depths have I cried to you, O Lord; 
Lord, hear my voice; let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 
If you, Lord, were to mark what is done amiss, O Lord, who could stand? 
But there is forgiveness with you, so that you shall be feared. 
I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; in his word is my hope. 
My soul waits for the Lord, more than the night watch for the morning,  
more than the night watch for the morning. 
O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy; 
With him is plenteous redemption and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever.  Amen.  

 

 

Scripture Reading 
 

Ezekiel 37.1-14 
 
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me 
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all round them; there were very 
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ 
I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ 4 Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say 
to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will 



cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 
know that I am the Lord.’ 
 
7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, 
a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 
them. 9 Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 
Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live.’ 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 
11 Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones 
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to 
them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I 
am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will 
put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 
know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’ 
 

At the end of the reading we say: 
 

All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

John 11.1-45 
 
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary 
was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother 
Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ 4 But 
when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so 
that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’ 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and 
her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in 
the place where he was. 
 
7 Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ 8 The disciples said to him, 
‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ 9 Jesus 
answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 
stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble, 
because the light is not in them.’ 11 After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ 12 The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen 
asleep, he will be all right.’ 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they 
thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. 
15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ 
16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die 
with him.’ 
 

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you 



had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask of him.’ 23 Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 24 Martha said to 
him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 25 Jesus said to her, ‘I am 
the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 27 She said to him, 
‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 
 

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to 
him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had 
met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly 
and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep 
there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 
‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, 
and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 
moved. 34 He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ 35 Jesus 
began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 37 But some of them said, ‘Could 
not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 
 

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. 39 Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ 40 Jesus said to her, 
‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ 41 So they took away the 
stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew 
that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that 
they may believe that you sent me.’ 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 
‘Lazarus, come out!’ 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, 
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 
 
45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed 
in him.  
 

At the end of the Gospel, we say The Benedictus (The Song of Zechariah) 
 

All: Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, who has come to his people and set them 
free. He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, born of the house of his servant 
David.  

 
Through his holy prophets God promised of old to save us from our enemies, 
from the hands of all that hate us, to show mercy to our ancestors, and to 
remember his holy covenant. 

 
This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: to set us free from the hands 
of our enemies, free to worship him without fear, holy and righteous in his sight 
all the days of our life.  

 
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before 
the Lord to prepare his way, to give his people knowledge of salvation by the 
forgiveness of all their sins.  

 
In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon us,  



To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, and to guide 
our feet into the way of peace. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 
beginning is now and shall be for ever.  Amen. 

 
 

A Reflection for the day 
 
Israel is at a complete loss of hope for the future, their whole world has been turned upside 
down by the Babylonians. They in exile, a people seemingly stripped of all they were and had, a 
people the nations ask of ‘where now is your God?’ 
 
But all is not lost, it never is for the people of God. Circumstances may change, life may be cast 
into complete disorder, all that was hoped for in a future may now seem lost to the hands of an 
overwhelmingly powerful enemy; God is, however still present and still filled with purpose for the 
people. 
 
Ezekiel holds onto this and seeks the Lord, engages in prayerful conversation, reflection on the 
situation and engages in action at God’s direction; and a future possibility is revealed. 
 
Hearing that his friend was ill, Jesus stayed 2 days longer – what is he playing at. ‘If you had 
been here, I know he would not have died’, says one of the sisters of Lazarus. The mourners 
and Jesus himself join and weep. Just what is happening? 
 
There is a difference between resuscitation and resurrection, Ezekiel discovers this. In the 
vision he calls the bones to rise up and join together, yet they do not truly live. There was a 
stench about the dead body of Lazarus we are told; the stench of death. But when he is called 
forth to live again by the Lord there is, it seems no longer that smell – for now he is alive. 
 
These readings come to us as we approach the end of Lent to remind us that God is about 
more than resuscitating the old, be that Israel, Lazarus, or if we would look over the horizon to 
Easter, Jesus himself. God’s purposes are about bringing a fullness of life to humanity, about 
resurrection which comes following the defeat of our hidden enemy, death. 
 
I wonder, however if they also bring to us both hope and peace, and possibly a calling as the 
Body of Christ today. In a time filled with anxiety, with the apparent overthrow of all we have 
known as life in the nation we know we will rebuild. But we cannot rebuild the past for it cannot 
live in the new reality save for the breath of God. Might we be the Ezekiel of today and enter into 
prayerful conversation with God, seeking his words to speak life to the nation as so that it 
rebuilds in such a way that the breath, the living Spirit, might be breathed by God, that the 
command to ‘come forth’ from the days of death might be spoken and as a nation we will know 
life in its fullness through Christ. And might we be open to this for ourselves and pray ‘breathe 
on me breath of God’. 
 

 

 



Hymn   Breath on me Breath of God  

Breathe on me, Breath of God,  
fill me with life anew,  

that I what thou dost love,  
and do what thou wouldst do. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God,  
until my heart is pure,  

until with thee I have one will,  
to do and to endure. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God,  
till I am wholly thine,                                                                             

until this earthly part of me                                                                           
glows with thy fire divine. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God,                                                                   
so shall I never die,  

but live with you the perfect life  
for all eternity. 

 

The Creed 
 
 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayers  
 

 

We make our intercessions 
 
Come Lord, like the wind, move us, direct us. Come as the breath, fill us, refresh us. 
Come to your church which without you is dry, and fill us with Your Spirit.                                          
Call us out of death and darkness into life and light.                                                        
We pray for renewal in your church and revival of faith in this land. 
Lord, hear us we pray. 
 
We pray for all whose hope is lost, who feel cut off from this life, for our nation in 
isolation, neighbour from neighbour, for those in care homes, for refugees and displaced 
peoples, for all who flee from oppression and tyranny, for all made homeless, and for 
those who have suffered abuse or violence.                                                                         
Lord, hear us we pray. 
 
We pray for government, for civil servants and those who keep law and order.                               
Be with all in the emergency services at this time, give wisdom and courage to doctors 
and nurses, to carers and to volunteer workers.                                                              
Lord, hear us we pray. 
 
We pray for all who are ill, for all who are in weakness, for all who are bereaved. We pray 
for the disturbed, the anxious, for the mentally ill, for all who walk in darkness and the 
shadow of death. May the light of your resurrection shine for them all.                                                   
Lord, hear us we pray. 
 
We give thanks for all who have set us an example of love and vitality and who have 
entered your greater glory. May we be inspired by their lives and seek to live to your 
praise and glory.                                                                            
Lord, hear us we pray. 
 
 

Prayer for a Pandemic 
 
May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those whose lives are at stake. 
May we who have no risk factors remember those most vulnerable. 
May we who have the luxury of working from home remember those who must choose 
between preserving their health or paying their rent. 
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close 
remember those who have no options. 
May we who have to cancel our trips remember those that have no safe place to go. 
May we who settle in for self-isolation at home remember those who have no home. 
As fear grips our country, let us choose love! 
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, let us yet 
find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbours. Amen. 
Adapted from ‘Prayer for a Pandemic’ by Cameron Bellm 

 
 
 



The Collect 
 
Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 
we may triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen 
 
 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Conclusion 
 

All: Christ, as a light illumine and guide me this day.     
 Christ, as a shield overshadow me.       
 Christ under me, Christ over me;        
 Christ beside me on my left and my right.      
 This day be within and without me. 

Amen. 

  
 


