
Our Sunday Service Together 

Easter April 12th 2020 
 

 

This Easter we find ourselves unable to gather in 
the usual manner and Celebrate with the 

Eucharist. Whilst new to us, this experience has 
not been unknown and so the Church has made 

provision for such a time as this. The Book of 
Common Prayer instructs us that we make a 
‘Spiritual Communion’ if we offer ourselves in 

penitence and faith, giving thanks for the 
redemption won by Christ crucified, and as such 

we may truly ‘eat and drink the Body and Blood of 
our Saviour Christ’, although we cannot receive 

the sacrament physically in ourselves. 
So today, as we enter into our Easter Worship, 

together yet apart, we will ‘make a Spiritual 
Communion’ and Christ, through the Spirit with 

us, will mediate the grace of God to us in fullness. 
 

 

 

An Easter Acclamation 
 
All: It is our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give you thanks, almighty 

and eternal Father, and especially in these days of Easter to celebrate with joyful 
hearts the memory of your wonderful works. 

 
For by the mystery of his passion Jesus Christ, your risen Son, has conquered 
the powers of death and hell and restored in men and women the image of your 
glory. 
 
He has placed them once more in paradise and opened to them the gate of life 
eternal. 
 
And so earth and heaven resound with gladness, while angels and archangels 
and the powers of all creation sing for ever the hymn of your glory. 

 
 
 

 

Hymn 1   Holy, Holy, Holy 

 
 
 
 



Preparation 
 

All: Be with us, Spirit of God; nothing can separate us from your love. 
Breathe on us, breath of God; fill us with your saving power. 
Speak in us, wisdom of God; bring strength, healing and peace. 

 
 This is the day that the Lord has made. 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
 Through the brokenness of Christ, we become one body 

as one body we now gather in the name of Christ to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to 
receive God’s holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 
 
 

Our Confession 
 

In baptism we died with Christ, so that as Christ was raised from the dead, we might walk in 
newness of life. Let us receive new life in him as we confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
All: Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 

and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 
 

 We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

 
 We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

 
 We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

Be still for a moment in confession and in receiving God’s Grace in Christ 

 
All: May Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be 

destroyed, forgive us our sins, open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s 
will and give us the joy of his kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord.  

      Amen. 
 
 

The opening prayer 
 

All: The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and 
mind. 

 
Silence is kept. 

 
All: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set 

our hearts on fire with love for you; now and for ever. Amen. 



The Word of God 
 

Psalmody Psalm 111  We say the psalm aloud 

 
Alleluia. 

I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the company of the faithful and in the 

congregation. 

The works of the Lord are great, sought out by all who delight in them. 

His work is full of majesty and honour and his righteousness endures for ever. 

He appointed a memorial for his marvellous deeds; the Lord is gracious and full of compassion. 

He gave food to those who feared him; he is ever mindful of his covenant. 

He showed his people the power of his works in giving them the heritage of the nations. 

The works of his hands are truth and justice; all his commandments are sure. 

They stand fast for ever and ever; they are done in truth and equity. He sent redemption to his 

people; he commanded his covenant for ever;  

holy and awesome is his name. 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; a good understanding have those who live by it; 

his praise endures for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was, is and always will be, world 
without end. Amen. 
 
 

Hymn 2   Jesus Christ is risen today 

 
 

Scripture Reading Exodus 14.10 to end 

 
As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on 

them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. 11 They said to Moses, ‘Was it because 

there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have 

you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, “Let 

us alone and let us serve the Egyptians”? For it would have been better for us to serve the 

Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.’ 13 But Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid, stand 

firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians 

whom you see today you shall never see again. 14 The Lord will fight for you, and you have only 

to keep still.’ 

 
15 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. 
16 But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the 

Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. 17 Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so 

that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, 

his chariots, and his chariot drivers. 18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I 

have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.’ 
19 The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and 



the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. 20 It came 

between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the 

darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night. 

 
21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong 

east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. 22 The 

Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and 

on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, 

chariots, and chariot drivers. 24 At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud 

looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. 25 He clogged 

their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the 

Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.’ 

 
26 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come 

back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.’ 27 So Moses stretched out his 

hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled 

before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28 The waters returned and covered the 

chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; 

not one of them remained. 29 But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters 

forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 

 
30 Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on 

the seashore. 31 Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people 

feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 

 
At the end of the reading we say: 
 

All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

 

The Easter Gospel  Matthew 28.1-10 

 
Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes 
in me will never die.’ 
Alleluia. 
 
After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the 

Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance 

was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook and 

became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are 

looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, 

see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has been raised from 

the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my 



message for you.’ 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 

disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, took hold of 

his feet, and worshipped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my 

brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’ 

 
Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes 
in me will never die.’ 
Alleluia. 
 
 
 

A Reflection for the day  

 

“Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians.” But what next for the people 
after the crossing of the Red sea, after the release from captivity? Well, simply 
everything was different for them and they needed to work out the what, when, who, 
how, and why of being God’s people, in the new land they found themselves in; but not 
alone, for God was with them on the journey. 
 
Working out how to live in new circumstances of life, be they geography, relationships, 
health and vitality, just about any context you can think of, and be faithful to both the 
identity and the activity (the being and behaving) of the people of God is the running 
theme through the whole of scripture. The foundation is always that of belonging; before 
the Red sea incident Moses has spoken to Pharaoh many a time with the words “let my 
people go, say’s the Lord”. The people belong to God, this gives them their sense of 
being and forms the basis for all their actions. 
 
If we read on in Exodus we see that this new life is not easy for folks, there is much loss 
and with it the usual, normal human emotions that come with loss – anger, numbness, 
disbelief, anxiety, fear even. But there is no going back, there can never be a going 
back to the ways of old! God provides for them in the weeks to come with water, bread 
for each day, with patterns and a place for worship, with an organisational framework for 
the new way of being and behaving. There is no going back but with God they can go 
forward and thrive 
 
In what must have been a confusing time for Mary Magdalene, Mary and those with 
them Jesus says ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they 
will see me.’ The disciples belong to him, to the risen Christ, the Son of God; we belong 
to him! With this declaration comes a call to action that has defined Christianity for 2000 
years; ‘go and tell’. And so began the journey of God’s people, filled once more with the 
need to know what, when, who, how and why.  
 
Matthew ends his Gospel with Jesus declaring ‘surely I am with you, even unto the end 
of the age’; the journey is not alone, it is not without God; you only have to read the 
book of Acts to see this is so. The people who have been set free to be the people of 
God find that they belong to the Lord and this is their sure foundation and defines their 



way of life. It doesn’t come without trial, it isn’t all wonder and roses, there is doubt 
(often a healthy thing), there is anxiety, anger, and much opposition; but there is God 
with them in the Spirit of Christ. 
 
We have all heard and read that this present pandemic will be an epoch moment in 
human history, that life will not be the same again. In many ways the lockdown feels like 
the Israelites hunkered down as the plague of death hovered over the whole nation of 
Egypt. In many ways the church finds itself scattered about, isolated like the disciples 
about Jerusalem in the day between Friday and Sunday.  
 
But as the dawn broke with deliverance for Israel, as it broke with the revelation of the 
victory of resurrection life for Mary Magdalene and all the other disciples so too the 
dawn will come for our village, our nation, our world, ourselves. And with it will come the 
chance to journey forward with the Lord, to journey into being his people in the new 
context we will find ourselves in, to come to know with him, and by the Spirit with us, 
who we are, how we are to live in the new land, how we might sing the Lord’s song in 
what will feel a strange land, how we might worship God and love neighbour in this new 
age. 
 
Interestingly resurrection day did not bring with it an instant and complete set of 
answers to all the questions that filled the disciples’ hearts, any more than crossing 
through the Red Sea instantly forged the nation of Israel. The immediate aftermath of 
the first Easter was a time when folks were secluded, shut away with anxiety and fear, 
waiting, watching for the Lord’s direction; watching and waiting in prayer.  
 
And so, as we look for direction, as we watch for a way forward so we should turn to 
prayer for ourselves, villages and nation that we would be people journeying into the 
future, present to and with God in Christ Jesus (for those who wish to join with others in prayer 

why not join the Prayer Room for Ilchester, Limington, Podimore and Yeovilton on Facebook). There 
will be no going back, there never is in history and certainly never is for the people of 
God, nostalgia is a distraction and an energy sapper for God’s people, for in Christ we 
move ever forward to the day when his resurrection will become the life we all live into 
eternity. 
 

Alleluia, Amen! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Creed 
 

 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
 

Hymn 3     Thine be the glory 

 
 

Prayers  
 

We make our intercessions 
 
We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity. 
Jesus, light of the world, bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations … 
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Jesus, bread of life, give food to the hungry … 
and nourish us all with your word. 
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Jesus, our way, our truth, our life, be with us and all who follow you in the way … 
Deepen our appreciation of your truth and fill us with your life. 
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep, recover the straggler, 
bind up the injured, strengthen the sick and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures. 
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us. 
 
Jesus, the resurrection and the life, we give you thanks for all who have lived                                 
and believed in you … 
Raise us with them to eternal life. 
Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy, hear us, accept our prayers, and be with us always. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



Prayer for a Pandemic 
All: May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors remember those most vulnerable. 
May we who have the luxury of working from home remember those who must choose 
between preserving their health or paying their rent. 
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close 
remember those who have no options. 
May we who have to cancel our trips remember those that have no safe place to go. 
May we who settle in for self-isolation at home remember those who have no home. 
As fear grips our country, let us choose love! 
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, let us yet 
find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbours. Amen. 

  Adapted from ‘Prayer for a Pandemic’ by Cameron Bellm 
 

The Collect 
 
All: Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of your Son overcame the 

old order of sin and death to make all things new in him: grant that we, being dead to sin 
and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may reign with him in glory; to whom with you and the 
Holy Spirit be praise and honour, glory and might, now and in all eternity. 
Amen 

 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

Hymn 4    Be thou my vision 

 
 

The Conclusion 
 

All: Christ, as a light illumine and guide me this day.                
Christ, as a shield overshadow me.                            
Christ under me, Christ over me;                       
Christ beside me on my left and my right.                           
This day be within and without me. 
Amen. 

  
 


