
Our Sunday Service Together 

Palm Sunday  April 5th 2020 
 

 
 

 

In preparation find a still space at home and if possible light a candle. Take time to allow the words to 
settle into your heart as you say all the bold text aloud. 

 
As you read the reflection written for the day take time and ask yourself what especially spoke to you 

today and why. What does this have to say about how you are Christ’s disciple, loved, forgiven, 
redeemed and called to service? What does this have to say about God and in seeing more of God what 

impact is that for your life and through you the lives of those about you? 
 

 
 

Preparation 
 

All: Be with us, Spirit of God; nothing can separate us from your love. 
Breathe on us, breath of God; fill us with your saving power. 
Speak in us, wisdom of God; bring strength, healing and peace. 

 
 This is the day that the Lord has made. 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
 Through the brokenness of Christ, we become one body 

as one body we now gather in the name of Christ to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to 
receive God’s holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 

 

Our Confession 
 

Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ 
So let us turn away from our sin and turn to Christ, confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
All: Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done evil in your sight. 

We are sorry and repent. 
Have mercy on us according to your love. 
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. 
Renew a right spirit within us and restore us to the joy of your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



Be still for a moment in confession and in receiving God’s Grace in Christ 

 
All: Blessed is the Lord, for he has heard the voice of our prayer;  
 therefore, shall our hearts dance for joy and in our song will we praise our God. 
 
 

The opening prayer 
 

All: The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and 
mind. 

 
Silence is kept. 

 
All: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set 

our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Word of God 
 

Psalmody Psalm 118.1-2, 19 to end  We say the psalm aloud 

 
 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures for ever. 

Let Israel now proclaim, ‘His mercy endures for ever.’ 
 

Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter and give thanks to the Lord. 

This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it. 

I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me and have become my salvation. 

The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 

This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes. 

This is the day that the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

Come, O Lord, and save us we pray. Come, Lord, send us now prosperity. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord;                                 we 

bless you from the house of the Lord. 

The Lord is God; he has given us light;                                   

link the pilgrims with cords right to the horns of the altar. 

You are my God and I will thank you; you are my God and I will exalt you. 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures for ever. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever.  Amen.  

 
 
 
 



Scripture Reading 
 

Isaiah 50.4-9a 
 
The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary 

with a word. Morning by morning he wakens — wakens my ear to listen as those who are 

taught. 5 The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backwards. 
6 I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I 

did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 7 The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not 

been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to 

shame; he who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 

    Let us stand up together. 

Who are my adversaries? 

    Let them confront me. 
9 It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? All of them will wear out like a 

garment; the moth will eat them up. 
 

At the end of the reading we say: 
 

All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Matthew 21.1-11 
 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, 

Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately 

you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone 

says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them immediately.’ 
4 This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
5 ‘Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a 

donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and the colt, 

and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on 

the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds 

that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 

    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ 11 The 

crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 



At the end of the Gospel, we say The Benedictus (The Song of Zechariah) 
 

All: Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, who has come to his people and set them free. 
He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, born of the house of his servant David.  

 
Through his holy prophets God promised of old to save us from our enemies, from the 
hands of all that hate us, to show mercy to our ancestors, and to remember his holy 
covenant. 

 
This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: to set us free from the hands of our 
enemies, free to worship him without fear, holy and righteous in his sight all the days of 
our life.  

 
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the 
Lord to prepare his way, to give his people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of 
all their sins.  

 
In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon us,  
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, and to guide our feet 
into the way of peace. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is 
now and shall be for ever.  Amen. 

 
 
 

A Reflection for the day – Philippa Bellows  

 
On Palm Sunday we have a glory/desolation paradox: Jesus’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
and the beginning of his journey to the cross. We have hope as a common theme across the 
uncertainty of paradox. Today’s three readings take us on a journey of hope which may speak 
into our current, uncertain times as we approach Holy Week with our churches closed. 
  
How might we recognise hope in the most challenging times? Psalm 118 is a song of 
thanksgiving to remind us that God’s goodness is with us, wherever we may be. You may like to 
chew this one over a bit, as a prayer, and see how it speaks to you: 
 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures for ever. (Ps.118:1) 
 
When the nation joined together to clap for the NHS last Thursday evening, it seemed that many 
people, despite social distancing, united in praise with no fixed agenda except to say ‘thank 
you’. Today’s psalm and Thursday’s gratitude for our healthcare workers remind us of the sheer 
human joy of giving and receiving thanks. We can express our love even when we are 
surrounded by uncertainty. The psalm comes from an exiled people in a time of disarray and 
suffering of their own. It serves well to remind us that God’s love lightens even the darkest 
times.  
 
Today’s reading from Isaiah speaks to exiled people facing anxiety about their present situation 
and uncertainty about their future. It’s the third of four ‘suffering servant songs’ which point to 
Christ’s suffering. Here we may see a picture of Christ as our wise teacher. He endures physical 
abuse faithfully because he knows that God will stay with him and grant him the final triumph. 



Isaiah’s picture of the suffering servant shows us the power of hope in the most challenging 
times. 
 
Today’s gospel is the climax of our message of hope as we journey into Holy Week. The crowd 
are united as they acclaim Jesus, shouting, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’ Yet, Christ’s entry 
into Jerusalem takes us through a gateway into the social disarray and turmoil that follows. 
Christ, the unpretentious prophet, riding a donkey fulfils Zechariah’s prophecy of the Messiah 
riding a donkey and Isaiah’s words heralding the reality of God’s promise of salvation. Jesus 
knew of Jerusalem’s history of killing messengers who were sent to her, yet Jesus was 
unflinchingly courageous. Coming into Jerusalem, Jesus won the people’s support. Set up by 
today’s psalm and Isaiah’s prophecy, our journey through today’s readings offers us a deeper 
understanding of Jesus’s insight and his trust, that whatever happens next, God is with him.   
 
As we approach a very different Holy Week than any of us are likely to have experienced 
before, let’s keep alive the very real hope of our faith: God’s love, made real for us through the 
cross of Christ, will continue remain with us whatever challenges we may face.  
 

 

The Creed 
 

 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
 

Prayers  
 

We make our intercessions 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you humbled yourself for our redemption.                                     
Grant to your Church the servant mind to show your grace and mercy to all those we encounter. 
Guide your Church throughout the world that during this Holy Week we may reach out to others 
as beacons of your hope in difficult times.  
Hosanna Son of David, keep us firm in the hope you have set before us. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the crowd shouted praises, but in just a few days they turned on 
you. We pray for all those who are at the mercy of fickle popularity; strengthen us all in the 
constancy of your love that we may value truly those who serve us. Give governments and all 
world leaders the strength and courage to act justly and make wise decisions to lead us through 



current pandemic.  
Hosanna Son of David, keep us firm in the hope you have set before us. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, as the crowd spread their cloaks and waved palm branches in your honour, 
we give thanks for the occasions that fill us with the joy of being alive.                                    
We give thanks for the new life of Spring around us and we praise you for signs of hope of 
environmental recovery, as we tread more lightly upon your earth during this time of lock down. 
We thank you for all medics, nurses, carers, healthcare workers and volunteers. Strengthen 
them in your love and protect them in their work.  
Hosanna Son of David, keep us firm in the hope you have set before us. 
 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, in your passion we see our human frailty.                                              
Be with all those whose endurance is strained and spirit weakened by their ailments.                       
Give us courage in times of social distancing and help us reach out appropriately to all who are 
vulnerable and lonely.                                                                                 
Grant the abundance of your love to all those who suffer deprivation of physical and mental 
health, and for all those who suffer the grief of bereavement. Strengthen us all in your love to 
know you more clearly, love you more dearly and follow you more nearly throughout this Holy 
Week. 
Hosanna Son of David, keep us firm in the hope you have set before us. 
 

Prayer for a Pandemic 
May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those whose lives are at stake. 
May we who have no risk factors remember those most vulnerable. 
May we who have the luxury of working from home remember those who must choose between 
preserving their health or paying their rent. 
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close remember 
those who have no options. 
May we who have to cancel our trips remember those that have no safe place to go. 
May we who settle in for self-isolation at home remember those who have no home. 
As fear grips our country, let us choose love! 
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, let us yet find 
ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbours. Amen. 
Adapted from ‘Prayer for a Pandemic’ by Cameron Bellm 

 
 

The Collect 
 
True and humble king, hailed by the crowd as Messiah: grant us the faith to know you and love 
you, that we may be found beside you on the way of the cross, which is the path of glory. Amen 
 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 



The Conclusion 
 

All: Christ, as a light illumine and guide me this day.                
Christ, as a shield overshadow me.                            
Christ under me, Christ over me;                       
Christ beside me on my left and my right.                           
This day be within and without me. 
Amen. 

  
 


