
Our Sunday Service Together 

Easter 4 May 3rd 2020 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today, as we enter into our Easter Season Worship, together yet apart, we will 
‘make a Spiritual Communion’ and Christ, through the Spirit with us, will mediate 

the grace of God to us in fullness. 
 

 

 

 

 

An Acclamation for the Season of Easter 
 
All:  It is our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give you thanks, almighty and eternal Father, and 

especially in these days of Easter to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. 
 
For by the mystery of his passion Jesus Christ, your risen Son, has conquered the powers of death and 
hell and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so earth and heaven resound with gladness, while angels and archangels and the powers of all 
creation sing for ever the hymn of your glory. 

 

 
 

Hymn The King of love my shepherd is 

 
 

Preparation 
 

All: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
 Through the brokenness of Christ, we become one body 

as one body we now gather in the name of Christ to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to receive God’s 
holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 
 
 
 
 



Our Confession 
 

In baptism we died with Christ, so that as Christ was raised from the dead, we might walk in newness of life. 
Let us receive new life in him as we confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
All: Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and confess to 

you our weakness and unbelief. 
 

We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

  
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

 
We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

Be still for a moment in confession and in receiving God’s Grace in Christ 

 
All: May Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us 

our sins, open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of his 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord.  

      Amen. 
 
 
 

The opening prayer 
 

All: The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 
Silence is kept. 

 
All: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire 

with love for you; 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Word of God 
 

Psalmody Psalm 23  We say the psalm aloud 

 
The Lord is my shepherd; therefore, can I lack nothing. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters. 

He shall refresh my soul and guide me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; 

you have anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full. 

Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,                                     

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen 

 



 

Scripture Reading Acts 2.42 to end 
 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44 All who 

believed were together and had all things in common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and 

distribute the proceeds[j] to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, 

they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the 

goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

 
 
At the end of the reading we say: 
 

All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gloria 

 
All: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you 

for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
 

The Gospel  John 10.1-10 

 
Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die.’ Alleluia. 
 
 ‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a 

thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the 

gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he 

has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 
5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.’ 
6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 
7 So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before me are 

thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, 

and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that 

they may have life, and have it abundantly. 

 
Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die.’ Alleluia. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26984j


A Reflection for the day   Trainee Priest Philippa Bellows writes 

 
Today’s gospel marks a step change in our Easter gospel journey with the Risen Christ. For first three 

Sundays of Easter we have listened to the powerful and moving resurrection accounts of Jesus, amongst his 

friends, helping them to understand what was happening. This Sunday’s account from John’s gospel takes us 

back into Jesus’s ministry to help us understand why.  

 

Jesus taught through everyday situations, speaking into what his listeners know and understand. The idea of 

sheep with shepherds to watch over to them was deeply woven into life in first century Palestine and its Old 

Testament heritage. The image of God as a shepherd was familiar to the prophets and the psalmists. Today’s 

psalm beginning 'the Lord is my shepherd, therefore I lack nothing' points us to the abundance of God's loving 

care and protection. That’s why we have sheep imagery as a set up for the powerful statement of Jesus’s 

purpose: ‘I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly’ (John 10:10). 

 

Perhaps ‘have life and have it abundantly’ resonates differently for us this year as we seek new ways to live as 

Easter people, practising our faith at home. How might we be called to recognise and celebrate God’s 

abundance during the restrictions of the current pandemic? Both readings, in different ways, show us mutual 

trust, care and love. These are all enabling qualities which help us cultivate our relationship with Jesus and 

build a community that reaches out to others. 

 

In today’s gospel, Jesus takes us with him, as if it is a personal encounter, to reveal more of himself as the 

centre of all we do. Using images of the shepherd and sheep, Jesus teaches us about the relationship of trust, 

care and love that must exist between each other and in our relationship with Jesus as our shepherd. We see 

Jesus leading his listeners, and us, towards understanding him as the Good Shepherd who invites us, his 

sheep, into a relationship of mutual trust, care and love. 

 

Let’s look at the relationship that exists between shepherds and their sheep. In Palestine no flock ever grazed 

without a shepherd; he was a frontline key-worker. He had to remain watchful all the time because grazing 

sheep had no boundaries. The shepherd gave them freedom for their own well-being, in full knowledge that 

they might wander off. Unguarded, they would have been vulnerable to predators and they were rich pickings 

for thieves. A shepherd would probably have cared for the same sheep over several years and would have 

known them by name. Whereas we are familiar with shepherds and working dogs driving sheep in a certain 

direction, these shepherds went ahead to find a safe route, with the sheep following. So, it was highly likely 

that the sheep did recognise, follow and trust the shepherd’s voice. 

 

When we think of a shepherd we may well consider qualities of constant watchfulness, endless patience and 

selfless care. Such a high ideal makes complete sense when we notice how the imagery of the Good 

Shepherd applies to Jesus. In the uncertainty of the current pandemic, perhaps we’re at the same time uplifted 

and humbled by accounts of frontline workers’ watchfulness, endless patience and selfless care. Perhaps you 

might ponder during the coming week on what it means to us, now, to ‘have life and have it abundantly’.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Creed 
 

 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
 

Prayers         We make our intercessions 

 
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ let us pray to the Father. 
  
God our Father, your Son came to us that we might ‘have life and have it abundantly’. 
Help us to recognise and accept the abundance of your gifts of trust, care and love, and to share those gifts. 
Pour out your spirit of wisdom and justice on all world leaders, that they too may find abundance beyond 
material gain.  
The Lord is my shepherd; nothing do I lack. 
 
Loving Lord, the early Church joined together to share possessions and break bread together. We pray for 
your church across the world and for all those who are seeking new ways to reach out to others during this 
time of closed churches and social distancing. May we who lack physical fellowship also grow together as one 
body of Christ in your love.  
The Lord is my shepherd; nothing do I lack. 
 
Creator God, guide us to become responsible stewards of you environment. As this time, when we are able to 
notice the positive effects of treading more lightly on the earth, help us to share wisely and appreciate fully the 
abundance of natural resources. 
The Lord is my shepherd; nothing do I lack. 
 
We pray for our children and young people. Grant them courage as they face social restrictions. Guide them in 
online learning and strengthen them in their uncertainty about the future. We pray for all teachers and school 
staff who are providing online learning and caring for vulnerable children and key workers children in schools. 
The Lord is my shepherd; nothing do I lack. 
 
 
You may like to keep a silent space here for your own personal and family intentions that all our prayers for those in need 
are brought before God. 

 
Open our ears O Lord to hear your word and know your voice. Speak to our hearts and strengthen our wills 
that we may serve you today and always. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



A Prayer during the Covid-19 Pandemic 
 
All: Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 

The Collect  
 
All: Risen Christ, faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: teach us to hear your voice and to follow your 

command, that you’re your people may be gathered into one flock, to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen 

 
 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Conclusion 
 

All: Christ, as a light illumine and guide me this day.                             
Christ, as a shield overshadow me.                            
Christ under me, Christ over me;                       Christ 
beside me on my left and my right.                           This day 
be within and without me. 
Amen. 

 
 


