
Our Sunday Service Together 

October 31st 2021 

Last of Trinity 
 

 

 

An Acclamation  

  
Alleluia, alleluia! It is our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give you thanks, holy Father, 
almighty and eternal God. For you have revealed the glory of your eternal fellowship of love with your 
Son and with the Holy Spirit, three persons equal in majesty, undivided in splendour, yet one God,  
ever to be worshipped and adored. Alleluia!   

 

Preparation 
 

All: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 Through the brokenness of Christ, we become one body 
as one body we now gather in the name of Christ to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to receive God’s 
holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 

 

Our Confession 
Let us come to the light of Christ, confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
All: Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and confess to 

you our weakness and unbelief. 
 

We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

 
We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

Be still for a moment in confession and in receiving God’s Grace in Christ 

 
All: May Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us 

our sins, open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of his 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord. Amen. 



 

The opening prayer 
 

All: The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

All: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire 
with love for you; now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 

 

The Psalmody Psalm 146 

 

Alleluia. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul: while I live will I praise the Lord; as long as I have any being, I will sing praises to 

my God. 

Put not your trust in princes, nor in any human power, for there is no help in them. 

When their breath goes forth, they return to the earth; on that day all their thoughts perish. 

Happy are those who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the Lord their God; 

Who made heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in them; who keeps his promise for ever; 

Who gives justice to those that suffer wrong and bread to those who hunger. 

The Lord looses those that are bound; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; 

The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous; 

The Lord watches over the stranger in the land; he upholds the orphan and widow; but the way of the wicked 

he turns upside down. 

The Lord shall reign for ever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 

Alleluia. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 

be: world without end. Amen. 

 
 

Scripture Reading Hebrews 9.11-14 

11 But when Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater 
and perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation), 12 he entered once for all into the 
Holy Place, not with the blood of goats and calves, but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal 
redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, with the sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer, sanctifies 
those who have been defiled so that their flesh is purified, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, 
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from 
dead works to worship the living God! 
At the end of the reading we say: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Gloria 
All: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you 

for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 



 

 

The Gospel  Mark 12.28-34 

28 One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered 

them well, he asked him, ‘Which commandment is the first of all?’ 29 Jesus answered, ‘The first is, “Hear, O 

Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30 you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 

your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” 31 The second is this, “You shall love your 

neighbour as yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these.’ 32 Then the scribe said to him, 

‘You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that “he is one, and besides him there is no other”; 33 and “to love 

him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength”, and “to love one’s neighbour as 

oneself”,—this is much more important than all whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices.’ 34 When Jesus saw that 

he answered wisely, he said to him, ‘You are not far from the kingdom of God.’ After that no one dared to ask 

him any question. 

at the end of the reading we say: 

All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

A Reflection for the day   

 

“And the second is like, namely this”. 

 

Earlier in Mark we have a rich young man come ask Jesus about entering the Kingdom of God, and a 

conversation follows about his observance of the Law of Moses. No mention is made of the first 

commandment, the two simply talk through all the others and end with Jesus’ famous statement ‘it is easier for 

a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than a rich man to enter the kingdom’; easier, or conversely for 

the man, more difficult - but never impossible. The man leaves the scene distraught at the declaration. 

Now in Mark we find a scribe come to talk about which commandment ‘is first of all’. Such discussions were the 

daily bread of Rabbis and Scribes, but you can’t help but feel Mark has been leading us to this point. 

Talk today of commandments most often leads to an emphasis on the second that Jesus talks of today – ‘to 

love your neighbour as yourself’. It is a command to be applauded, but what of the first command, the one that 

this loving of neighbour is like? 

 

‘Worship the Lord your God with your entire heart, mind, soul and resources’ is the first, and the second is like 

that, ‘love your neighbour as yourself’. Two distinct commandments which the linking phrase suggests are 

almost, but not quite, one and the same!  Arguably – if you are a Rabbi or a Scribe, the second depends on 

the first, and the first can only be fulfilled through the second. 

 

A good relationship with other people, a peaceful relationship with yourself are recognized as the overriding 

public imperatives for everyone today. A good relationship with God is, however often seen as an optional 

extra, a private choice for a religious few. 

 

But the wisdom of ancient Israel, handed to us in the gospels reminds us that how you understand the second 

commandment, to love neighbour and self is defined by whether we acknowledge the priority of the first – to 

worship God with all you are and have. 

 

Who we think of as our neighbour and what we think is involved in loving them depends on what we believe 

about what ultimately makes the world about us tick. If the world is cold, emotionless science and engineering, 

then no one is a neighbour instead they are a resource to be consumed. If survival of the fittest is the driving 



dogma for the planet, then there are few neighbours to be found and not much love to be given. 

I wonder why we find ourselves in such an ecological crisis today. Is it because the world is seen by most 

simply as a resource to be consumed? And worse, is it that the developed nations don’t care because life is 

about survival of the fittest, and the rest can go hang? 

 

If, however, the world was created, is claimed and being redeemed by the God of love and grace, and if ‘God 

so loved the entire world he sent his Son’, then all humanity are our neighbours and the imperative becomes 

one of love for neighbour. And more, if God, as revealed in Jesus Christ is about redemption rather than 

judgement then we have basis for being at peace with ourselves - if I am OK with God then I can be at peace 

in myself. 

 

What we worship, what commandment comes first for us, defines how we encounter the world about us, and 

ourselves. Our first commandment will direct all others we would hold to in life. We see this in Jesus himself as 

he embodied God’s redeeming love for the world. He shows us that worship of God with heart, mind, soul and 

resources is realised as we love our neighbours as ourselves – he shows us the law fulfilled. He also calls us 

to follow his example and see the first commandment fulfilled today through our observance of the second. As 

our liturgy reminds us we worship God when we ‘offer our souls and bodies as living sacrifices, sent into the 

world to live and work in the power of His Spirit, to the praise and glory of God’. Amen! 

 

The Creed 
 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
 

Prayers      We make our intercessions 

 

Lord God, we pray for your Church throughout the world, for all our ordained, lay and pioneer Church leaders 

and all who seek to proclaim your word. We pray for Bishop Ruth and for the work of the Vacancy in See group 

as they look to the appointment of a new Bishop of Bath and Wells. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers 

 

We pray for the Bible Society and all organisations risk their lives to resource Christians in the face of 

persecution. We pray for Messy Church, Open the Book and all missional organisations who seek to share 

your love amongst people of all ages. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers 

 

We pray for guidance through the Scriptures. Help us to search regularly your word to gain more insight as to 

who you are and more understanding of your will for each one of us. Give us an increasing desire to read, 

listen to your word, and find nourishment through the Bible. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers 



 

Holy Lord, as we reflect on your commandment to love you and one another, we pray for our world. We pray 

for all those who work for economic justice, human rights and environmental stewardship. For the COP26 

conference in Glasgow and for genuine commitment rather than hollow words that your creation will be cared 

for by humanity and life sustained for future generations. Help each of us to live more sustainably. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers 

 

We pray for peace amongst adversity and courage in uncertainty that people may act justly towards one 

another and seek the well-being of others. We pray for peace amongst nations, for refugees and all impacted 

through war and greed; especially thinking of the people of Afghanistan, Syria and Ethiopia. Guide all those in 

positions of responsibility, all research scientists, all involved in health, social care and education. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers 

 

Compassionate Lord, in the silence of our hearts we pray for all those who are sick, in sadness or any 

particular need. We hold before you, family and friends of Paul, Gerald and Ronald and pray your blessings on 

John, Colin, Doreen and Shirley at this time.  

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, Amen. 

 
 

The Collect  

 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: help us so to hear them, to read, 
mark, learn and inwardly digest them that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word, we may 
embrace and for ever hold fast the hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
 
 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Conclusion 
 

All: Christ, as a light illumine and guide me this day.                             
Christ, as a shield overshadow me.                            
Christ under me, Christ over me; Christ beside me on my left and my right.                 
This day be within and without me. Amen 


