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Almighty and eternal God, revealed for all time and to all the world as one God, yet three persons, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, living in the unity of love. We now join the Saints of the ages, together yet apart and ‘make a Spiritual Communion, 

rejoicing in the grace of God come to us in fullness through Christ our Lord and Saviour, by the will of the Father and 

through the presence of The Spirit with us, now and for ever. 

 

 

 

An Acclamation for the Season 
 
All:  Alleluia, alleluia! It is our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give you thanks, holy Father, 

almighty and eternal God. For you have revealed the glory of your eternal fellowship of love with your 
Son and with the Holy Spirit, three persons equal in majesty, undivided in splendour, yet one God,  
ever to be worshipped and adored. Alleluia!   

 
 

Hymn    Praise my Soul the King of heaven 

 
 

Preparation 
 

All: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
 Through the brokenness of Christ, we become one body 

as one body we now gather in the name of Christ to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to receive God’s 
holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 
 
 
 
 



Our Confession 
 

God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by the Holy Spirit. Let us therefore put away all anger and 
bitterness, all slander and malice, and confess our sins to God our redeemer. 
 
 
All: Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and confess to 

you our weakness and unbelief. 
 

We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

  
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

 
We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

Be still for a moment in confession and in receiving God’s Grace in Christ 

 
All: May Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us 

our sins, open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of his 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord.  

      Amen. 
 
 
 

The opening prayer 
 

All: The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 
Silence is kept. 

 
All: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire 

with love for you; 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

The Psalmody Psalm 100 We say the psalm aloud 

 

O be joyful in the Lord, all the earth; 
serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a song. 

Know that the Lord is God; 
it is he that has made us and we are his; we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;  
give thanks to him and bless his name. 

For the Lord is gracious; his steadfast love is everlasting, 
and his faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen 

 

 

 



Scripture Reading Romans 5.1-8 

 

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through 

whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory 

of God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 
4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not disappoint us, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 6 For 

while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a 

righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his 

love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us 

 

At the end of the reading we say: 
 

All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gloria 
All: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you 

for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
 

The Gospel  Matthew 9.35 to 10.23 

 
Alleluia, alleluia. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and 

who is to come, the Almighty. 

 

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the good news 

of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion 

for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his 

disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out 

labourers into his harvest.’ 

 

Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and 

to cure every disease and every sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also 

known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and 

Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax-collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the 

Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 

 
5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ‘Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no 

town of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim the good 

news, “The kingdom of heaven has come near.” 8 Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out 

demons. You received without payment; give without payment. 9 Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your 

belts, 10 no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for labourers deserve their food. 
11 Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. 12 As you enter 

the house, greet it. 13 If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace 



return to you. 14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you 

leave that house or town. 15 Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the 

day of judgement than for that town. 

 
16 ‘See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and innocent as 

doves. 17 Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues; 18 and you 

will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles. 19 When 

they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for what you are to say 

will be given to you at that time; 20 for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through 

you. 21 Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children will rise against parents and 

have them put to death; 22 and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the 

end will be saved. 23 When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for truly I tell you, you will not have 

gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 

 

Alleluia, alleluia. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and 

who is to come, the Almighty. 

 

 

A Reflection for the day    

 

Scanning the few advertisements in Church Times this week to check if the vacancy adverts for Martock and 

Ham Hill Villages were there or not my eye caught the top heading of an advert for some post in Oxford 

Diocese with the strap line ‘Come and help us to be more Christ like’. I thought ‘wow, more Christ like, that’s 

great, and then immediately that’s a big ask, do they know what being like Christ is really about?’  

 

Paul has spent the first 5 chapters of his letter to the Romans stripping away the ‘self-confidence’ before God 

that society at the time would have engendered in any followers of any god or wise one. And now he comes in 

with the assertion that our gift is to be, as it were, naked once more before God and be dependant solely on 

the gift of grace in Christ that God offers to all. There is no place for self-assurance, no place for thinking we 

can improve our lot and favour before God, instead we stand simply because of God’s grace. Grace which the 

apostle John would look to sum up in the words ‘God so loved the world’. 

 

In reading Matthew’s words today we have to remember you can’t lift culturally specific instructions off the 

page and plonk them down elsewhere, ‘else-when’ (if that’s a word?). In reading any part of the bible we have 

to ask ‘what did this mean then’ and follow it by ‘what now’. So what did it mean for the disciples to be sent out, 

to shake the sand off their shoes, to be arrested for talking ‘faith matters’, to be betrayed by the authorities, to 

go like sheep amongst wolves? 

 

When we look to the grace of God come to the world in Christ, when we look to these instructions for the 

disciples; take no bag, depend on the hospitality of others, we see at heart a love for the world that risks 

everything. We see a way of loving the world that risks reputation, freedom, income and security. It is to throw 

off all self-assurance and to launch out into the stream of the kingdom at hand and let it knock you off your feet 

and carry you on. It is a living that ultimately risks life and limb (it is his crucifixion that makes Jesus of 

Nazareth Jesus Christ). 

 

And in this risky loving of the world we see proclaimed, if not in word then certainly in action, the Kingdom 

come near. This is a common life in the Body of Christ, in the life and work of the Spirit of God which both 

advocates for us and counsels us. The Greek word for this life in the Spirit body of Christ is ‘Koinonia’. This is a 



wonderful word because it is also the root for ‘a common, ordinary way of things’; and we are that a 

‘communion’ and we are called to this ‘life shared in common’ – to make it the ordinary way of things! 

 

It may not be that today we step out into a world like sheep amongst wolves, we may never cast sand from our 

shoes, we may never be completely dependent on the hospitality of others to simply live and eat, but in every 

context, in every age to be ‘like Christ’ is to become lovers of the world in such ways that we risk reputation, 

freedom, life and limb even, and become lost in a dependence on the grace of God.  

 

As it was then, so it remains today, and will tomorrow; in whatever context followers find themselves. This is 

not a cerebral exercise but a living, breathing, common and ordinary life for the followers of the way of Christ. 

Yet, for those who are touched by the Kingdom come near through such risky loving of the world it is often far 

from an extraordinary matter! 

 

 

The Creed 
 

 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

Prayers         We make our intercessions 

 
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ let us pray to the Father.  

 

Lord, you are with us in Spirit as we proclaim in word and action your Kingdom come near. Direct your church 

in your love for the world of this age that your healing, raising up and grace may be known for all. 

Lord, as you call us, make us worthy of our calling. 

 

Lord, you call on all humanity to work together. We pray for the work of the United Nations, the World Health 

Organisation, for all seeking to build up nations and communities. We pray for those in government, and for 

leaders of businesses large and small.  

Lord, as you call us, make us worthy of our calling. 

 

We pray for all with a sense of vocation and dedication, for carers and health professionals, social workers, 

police, fire and ambulance staff. We give thanks for home helps, for voluntary groups delivering food and 

assistance in times of crisis.  

Lord, as you call us, make us worthy of our calling 

 



We pray for all struggling now with job loss, income poverty, with sickness, with mental health issues, with 

loneliness and fear of the outside and the unseen. For those facing domestic violence. 

Lord, as you call us, make us worthy of our calling 

 

We rejoice Lord with all who have fulfilled their calling and have now entered the fullness of your kingdom. We 

pray, like them, we may follow you always and all days. 

Lord, as you call us, make us worthy of our calling 

 

 

A Prayer during the Covid-19 Pandemic 
 
All: Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

The Collect  
 
All: God of truth, help us to keep your law of love and to walk in ways of wisdom, that we may find true life 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Conclusion 
 

All: Christ, as a light illumine and guide me this day.                             
Christ, as a shield overshadow me.                            
Christ under me, Christ over me; 
Christ beside me on my left and my right.                           
This day be within and without me. 
Amen. 

 
 


