
Our Sunday Service Together 

Sunday June 21st 2020 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Almighty and eternal God, revealed for all time and to all the world as one God, yet three persons, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, living in the unity of love. We now join the Saints of the ages, together yet apart and ‘make a Spiritual Communion, 

rejoicing in the grace of God come to us in fullness through Christ our Lord and Saviour, by the will of the Father and 

through the presence of The Spirit with us, now and for ever. 

 

 

 

An Acclamation for the Season 
 
All:  Alleluia, alleluia! It is our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give you thanks, holy Father, 

almighty and eternal God. For you have revealed the glory of your eternal fellowship of love with your 
Son and with the Holy Spirit, three persons equal in majesty, undivided in splendour, yet one God,  
ever to be worshipped and adored. Alleluia!   

 
 

Hymn    Great is thy faithfulness 

 
 

Preparation 
 

All: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
 Through the brokenness of Christ, we become one body 

as one body we now gather in the name of Christ to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to receive God’s 
holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 
 
 
 
 



Our Confession 
 

God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by the Holy Spirit. Let us therefore put away all anger and 
bitterness, all slander and malice, and confess our sins to God our redeemer. 
 
 
All: Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and confess to 

you our weakness and unbelief. 
 

We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

  
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

 
We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

Be still for a moment in confession and in receiving God’s Grace in Christ 

 
All: May Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us 

our sins, open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of his 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord.  

      Amen. 
 
 
 

The opening prayer 
 

All: The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 
Silence is kept. 

 
All: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire 

with love for you; 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

The Psalmody Psalm 69.8-11,18-20 We say the psalm aloud 

 

8 For your sake have I suffered reproach; shame has covered my face. 
9 I have become a stranger to my kindred, an alien to my mother’s children. 
10 Zeal for your house has eaten me up; the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me. 
11 I humbled myself with fasting, but that was turned to my reproach. 
 
18 Answer me, Lord, for your loving-kindness is good; turn to me in the multitude of your mercies. 
19 Hide not your face from your servant; be swift to answer me, for I am in trouble. 
20 Draw near to my soul and redeem me; deliver me because of my enemies. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen 

 

 

 



Scripture Reading Romans 6.1b-11 

 

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin go on 

living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 

death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from 

the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection 

like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we 

might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8 But if we have died with Christ, 

we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die 

again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he 

lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 
At the end of the reading we say: 

All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gloria 
All: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you 

for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
 

The Gospel  Matthew 10.24-39 

 
Alleluia, alleluia. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and 

who is to come, the Almighty. 

 
24 ‘A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; 25 it is enough for the disciple to be like the 

teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more 

will they malign those of his household! 
 

26 ‘So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not 

become known. 27 What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from 

the housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy 

both soul and body in hell.[a] 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the 

ground unperceived by your Father. 30 And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31 So do not be afraid; 

you are of more value than many sparrows. 

 
32 ‘Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in 

heaven; 33 but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 
 

34 ‘Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 
35 For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law 

against her mother-in-law; 36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+10.24-39&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-23446a


than me is not worthy of me; 38 and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 
39 Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 

 

Alleluia, alleluia. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and 

who is to come, the Almighty. 

 

 

A Reflection for the day   Philippa Bellows writes: 

 

Now, the second Sunday after Trinity, we become more aware of the divine energy of love we call the Holy 

Trinity, moving among us, wherever we may be. While God the Father, our Creator, brings us home, God the 

Son, our Redeemer, heals us and God the Holy Spirit, our Sustainer challenges us to become whole. Today’s 

readings provide us with a discipleship toolkit to unpack homecoming, healing and wholeness.  

 

Today’s psalm is one of lament. Perhaps we are familiar with feeling that God seems to have deserted us 

when things don’t go according to plan. Psalm 69 encourages us to explore how desolation feels and maintain 

faith in the real hope that God’s goodness prevails and brings us home. In the first reading, Paul invites the 

Romans, and us, to remember that we have been baptised into Christ’s death and resurrection so we can 

freely receive Christ’s healing love and grow in his likeness. 

 

So, here’s our discipleship toolkit so far: God is with us, however dreadful a situation we may be in, even if he 

seems far away. Through baptism we are renewed in the life of Christ. We must surely be ready for anything? 

Let’s think about wholeness in the light of today’s gospel. 

 

Matthew closes Jesus’s instructions to his disciples with warnings about difficulties and divisions they are likely 

to face. Because many early Christians faced persecution, they would have found it easy to relate to this 

teaching. Let’s think about what it means to us, how Jesus’s words speak into our own call to become whole, 

the person God created us to be.  

 

For a start, Jesus completely removes all ideas of status and inequality, ‘it is enough for the disciple to be like 

the teacher and the slave like the master’. There is clearly no place for discrimination. But there’s also a 

warning: to become a true disciple has a cost. Jesus makes is abundantly clear to his friends, and to us, that 

there will be trials, perhaps persecution. Whatever Jesus’s enemies do to him, they may also do to his 

disciples. That’s the disciples’ call, and ours, to take up our cross and follow Jesus.  

 

This is where the discipleship kit of the first two readings comes in useful. Jesus is telling us a few home truths 

we may find uncomfortable. There will be difficulties, there will be divisions. We’re alright with homecoming and 

healing, but wholeness might hurt. Are we ready? 

 

Jesus assures us that God the Father knows and loves each and every one of us individually. By our faith we 

are strengthened to face whatever might happen. By assuring us that ‘those who lose their life for my sake will 

find it’ Jesus points us to the joy of living life to the full with Jesus, both in this life and in the joy of the 

resurrection. This is the meaning of wholeness, knowing that whatever trials may come, God the Holy Trinity 

calls us home to himself, fills us with his healing love and reshapes each one of us lovingly to become a true 

disciple, the person God created us to be.  

 

 



The Creed 
 

 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

Prayers         We make our intercessions 

 
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ let us pray to the Father.  

 

God our Creator, you formed us each in your image. Help us to put aside all differences and prejudices to 

realise that we are all equal in your sight. We pray for all those who are victims of racial abuse and for 

restoration of racial harmony across the world. We pray for all prisoners of conscience and those held captive 

that they may know the freedom of your love. Strengthen in your love all those whose homes have become a 

place of conflict and fill them with your peace. 

Lord in your loving kindness, hear our prayer. 

 

 

Jesus our Redeemer, pour out your healing love on all those who are sick or in trouble, and all those who are 

finding the pandemic a heavy burden, especially …  

We pray for our children and young people as they face uncertainty of disrupted studies and face times of 

separation from their friends. 

We pray for all those who grieve the loss of loved ones, especially… 

Lord in your loving kindness, hear our prayer. 

 

Holy Spirit, our Sustainer, keep all your people mindful of your love. During uncertain times sustain us all in our 

faith that we may too accept the call to become true disciples of Christ. Guide and direct all our bishops and 

church leaders as plans are made to reopen churches. Give wisdom all your people that we may live and tell 

the story of Jesus with restored energy. 

Lord in your loving kindness, hear our prayer. 

 

 

God, our Creator, our Redeemer and our Sustainer,  

Open our eyes and imagination, that we may see within the ordinary the hand of the divine, 

and rejoice in this world in which we live and move and have our being; 

for it is your gift of love to us. Amen. 

 

 



A Prayer during the Covid-19 Pandemic 
 
All: Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

The Collect  
 
All: Faithful creator, whose mercy never fails:                                                      

deepen our faithfulness to you and to your living Word, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Conclusion 
 

All: Christ, as a light illumine and guide me this day.                             
Christ, as a shield overshadow me.                            
Christ under me, Christ over me; 
Christ beside me on my left and my right.                           
This day be within and without me. 
Amen. 

 
 


