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Almighty and eternal God, revealed for all time and to all the world as one God, yet three persons, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, living in the unity of love. We now join the Saints of the ages, together yet apart and ‘make a Spiritual Communion, 

rejoicing in the grace of God come to us in fullness through Christ our Lord and Saviour, by the will of the Father and 

through the presence of The Spirit with us, now and for ever. 

 

 

 

An Acclamation for the Season 
 
All:  Alleluia, alleluia! It is our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give you thanks, holy Father, 

almighty and eternal God. For you have revealed the glory of your eternal fellowship of love with your 
Son and with the Holy Spirit, three persons equal in majesty, undivided in splendour, yet one God,  
ever to be worshipped and adored. Alleluia!   

 
 
 

Hymn    Lord of all hopefulness 

 
 

Preparation 
 

All: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
 Through the brokenness of Christ, we become one body 

as one body we now gather in the name of Christ to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to receive God’s 
holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 
 
 
 
 



Our Confession 
 

God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by the Holy Spirit. Let us therefore put away all anger and 
bitterness, all slander and malice, and confess our sins to God our redeemer. 
 
 
All: Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and confess to 

you our weakness and unbelief. 
 

We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

  
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

 
We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

Be still for a moment in confession and in receiving God’s Grace in Christ 

 
All: May Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us 

our sins, open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of his 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord.  

      Amen. 
 
 
 

The opening prayer 
 

All: The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 
Silence is kept. 

 
All: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire 

with love for you; 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Psalmody Psalm 86.11-end We say the psalm aloud 

 

11 Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth; knit my heart to you, that I may fear your name. 

12 I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, and glorify your name for evermore; 

13 For great is your steadfast love towards me, for you have delivered my soul from the depths of the grave. 

14 O God, the proud rise up against me and a ruthless horde seek after my life; they have not set you before 

their eyes. 

15 But you, Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and full of kindness and truth. 

16 Turn to me and have mercy upon me; give your strength to your servant and save the child of your 

handmaid. 

17 Show me a token of your favour, that those who hate me may see it and be ashamed; 

because you, O Lord, have helped and comforted me. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen 

 



 

Scripture Reading Romans 8.12-25 

 
12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— 13 for 
if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 
body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15 For you did not 
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we 
cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ 16 it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God, 17 and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with 
him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
 
18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be 
revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of 
God; 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain 
the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning 
in labour pains until now; 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were 
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25 But if we hope for what 
we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 
 
At the end of the reading we say: 

All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gloria 
All: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you 

for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
 

The Gospel  Matthew 13.24-30, 36-43 

 
Alleluia, alleluia. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and 

who is to come, the Almighty. 

 

He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good 

seed in his field; 25 but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and 

then went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the 

slaves of the householder came and said to him, “Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, 

then, did these weeds come from?” 28 He answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, “Then 

do you want us to go and gather them?” 29 But he replied, “No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the 

wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the 

reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”’ 

 
36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, ‘Explain to us 



the parable of the weeds of the field.’ 37 He answered, ‘The one who sows the good seed is the Son of 

Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of 

the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers 

are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The 

Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all 

evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 

 

Alleluia, alleluia. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and 

who is to come, the Almighty. 

 

 

A Reflection for the day   Trainee Priest Philippa Bellows writes 

 

I’m a reluctant gardener, but I have recently been working on the simple principle of ‘blackcurrants good, 

bindweed bad’. The parable of the weeds growing in the field is maybe an all too familiar scene for the many of 

us who have seen lockdown as an ideal opportunity to tackle the garden. Jesus’s teaching resonates for 

people across time and place because Jesus understands so much better than we do what it means to be 

human. That’s why parables focus on something lived and understood in everyday life to reveal new teaching 

about God’s Kingdom.  

 

Today’s readings all build up a picture of formation for salvation, growing into the ‘Why’ of our faith. By using a 

familiar situation to which we can all relate, Jesus’s parable of the weeds presents us with the ‘How’ and 

challenges us well beyond ‘blackcurrants good, bindweed bad’. This parable recognises the difference 

between harmony and justice. It challenges us to wake up and listen. More than that, it asks some difficult 

questions about how we may respond to those we may see as ‘other’ than us.  

 

During a time when racial justice is paramount in society, and people are finding new and more insistent ways 

to express ‘Black Lives Matter’, we may feel this parable speaks right into today’s society. We may feel we’re 

totally at ease with matters of race, gender, sexuality … it’s easy enough surely. God loves us all and he loves 

us all the same so we’re all fine with each other. But are we really tolerant all the time? What about the hidden 

prejudices that sneak up on us when we are least expecting it?  

 

As lockdown restrictions are lifted, we may be shocked to read media reports of fights on beaches, littering, 

alcohol fuelled people disrespecting social distancing … the list goes on. We may be totally justified in thinking 

something should be done. Perhaps our prejudice comes to the surface when we feel the good of society is 

threatened? Let’s check out the people of God in the parable. They too are probably shocked to notice that all 

is not well in the field and weeds are appearing amongst their wheat. They are reluctant to judge, but take the 

matter up with God. They check with God that they’ve got things right ‘you sowed good seed, didn’t you?’ and 

ask God ‘where do the weeds come from?’ God explains that an enemy has been at work. It’s a complex 

problem. God’s people learn that if they rip up the weeds they will probably damage the wheat. To maintain 

harmony, they learn to ignore the bad rather than risk the good. They learn not to take matters into their own 

hands and to leave justice to God. 

 

Jesus is insistent about tolerance. That’s the reason for the parable of the weeds. He doesn’t just suggest we 

do the same but rather commands us to listen up and be ready to accept one another, graciously, without 

looking at difference. Jesus cautions against taking judgement into our own hands, or uprooting the weeds too 

soon. Jesus’s teaching is clear that we need to do what we can to promote harmony across society whatever 

our human differences and leave judgement to God.  



The Creed 
 

 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

Prayers         We make our intercessions 

 
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ let us pray to the Father.  

 

God of All Creation, guide us as we strive to maintain a society where people of all backgrounds can live in 

harmony with one another. Grant wisdom and justice to all world leaders and guide us in your way of peace. 

Teach us your way, O Lord, that we may walk in your truth.    

 

Gracious God, guide your church across the world as communities seek ways to reopen church buildings and 

new ways to worship. We pray for Justin, our Archbishop of Canterbury and Stephen Cottrell as he begins his 

new role as Archbishop of York. Pour out your spirit on all church leaders and grant us all the wisdom to listen 

to your voice and the courage to follow it, wherever it may lead us.  

Teach us your way, O Lord, that we may walk in your truth. 

 

God of all goodness, we pray for all farmers and agricultural workers, for those who work in factories and 

industries to produce our food. We pray for all those for whom food is scarce, guide and strengthen all those 

who reach out to them through foodbanks and relief organisations. Help is to plant seeds of hope, to nurture 

fruits of the spirit and become growers of grace.  

Teach us your way, O Lord, that we may walk in your truth. 

 

God of all compassion, we pray for all those who suffer ill health, emotional or spiritual hardship and for all 

those who grieve the loss of a loved one. Strengthen all those who suffer in body, mind or spirit and fill them 

with your healing love.  

We pray especially for …. 

Teach us your way, O Lord, that we may walk in your truth. 

 

We pray for all those sharing worship with us, today, together as One Body, yet apart.                                                 

Lord God, you have declared that your kingdom is among us. Open our eyes to see it, our ears to listen to it, 

our hearts to hold it, our hands to serve it. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  

 

 

 



A Prayer during the Covid-19 Pandemic 
 
All: Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

The Collect  
 
All: Almighty God, send down upon your church the riches of your spirit, and kindle in all who minister the 

gospel your countless gifts of grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Conclusion 
 

All: Christ, as a light illumine and guide me this day.                             
Christ, as a shield overshadow me.                            
Christ under me, Christ over me; 
Christ beside me on my left and my right.                           
This day be within and without me. 
Amen. 

 


