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Almighty and eternal God, revealed for all time and to all the world as one God, yet three persons, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, living in the unity of love. We now join the Saints of the ages, together yet apart and ‘make a Spiritual Communion, 

rejoicing in the grace of God come to us in fullness through Christ our Lord and Saviour, by the will of the Father and 

through the presence of The Spirit with us, now and for ever. 

 

 

 

An Acclamation for the Season 
 
All:  Alleluia, alleluia! It is our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give you thanks, holy Father, 

almighty and eternal God. For you have revealed the glory of your eternal fellowship of love with your 
Son and with the Holy Spirit, three persons equal in majesty, undivided in splendour, yet one God,  
ever to be worshipped and adored. Alleluia!   

 
 
 

Hymn  Take my life and let it be 

 
 

Preparation 
 

All: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
 Through the brokenness of Christ, we become one body 

as one body we now gather in the name of Christ to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to receive God’s 
holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 
 
 
 
 



Our Confession 
 

God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by the Holy Spirit. Let us therefore put away all anger and 
bitterness, all slander and malice, and confess our sins to God our redeemer. 
 
 
All: Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and confess to 

you our weakness and unbelief. 
 

We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

  
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

 
We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

Be still for a moment in confession and in receiving God’s Grace in Christ 

 
All: May Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us 

our sins, open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of his 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord.  

      Amen. 
 
 
 

The opening prayer 
 

All: The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 
Silence is kept. 

 
All: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire 

with love for you; 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Psalmody Psalm 26.1-8 We say the psalm aloud 

 

Give judgement for me, O Lord, for I have walked with integrity; I have trusted in the Lord and have not 

faltered. 

Test me, O Lord, and try me; examine my heart and my mind. 

For your love is before my eyes; I have walked in your truth. 

I have not joined the company of the false, nor consorted with the deceitful. 

I hate the gathering of evildoers and I will not sit down with the wicked. 

I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, that I may go about your altar, 

To make heard the voice of thanksgiving and tell of all your wonderful deeds. 

Lord, I love the house of your habitation and the place where your glory abides. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen 

 

 



Scripture Reading Romans 12.9-21 (RSV) 

 
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with mutual affection; outdo 

one another in showing honour. 11 Never flag in zeal, be aglow with the Spirit, serve the Lord.12 Rejoice in hope, 

be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to 

strangers. 

 
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with 

those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not 

claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the 

sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge 

yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the 

Lord.’ 20 No, ‘if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by 

doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.’ 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 

good. 

 

At the end of the reading we say: 

All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Gloria 
All: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you 

for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Gospel  Matthew 16.21-28 

 
Alleluia, alleluia. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and 

who is to come, the Almighty. 

 
21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great 

suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 

raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This must never 

happen to you.’ 23 But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; for 

you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’ 

 
24 Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up 

their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 

sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they 

give in return for their life? 

 
27 ‘For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for 

what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see 

the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.’ 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and 

who is to come, the Almighty. 



A Reflection for the day    

 

As Matthew’s gospel unfolds today we see the solid rock of Caesarea Philippi malformed into a stumbling 

block to the mission of God. At Caesarea Philippi, Peter and the disciples pondered Jesus’ question: “Who do 

you say that I am?” Not limiting himself to the options offered by “others,” Peter proclaimed his answer: Jesus 

is the Messiah, the son of the living God. 

 

Peter got it right. But in the next instant, Peter gets it wrong. Wrong enough, Jesus suggests, for him to be in 

league with Satan. I wonder if it is precisely because of his enthusiasm for Jesus and his clumsiness in 

response to what he sees and hears that endears Peter to so many of us who would ourselves follow Christ 

each day. For we too see, we declare and then find ourselves caught in society’s misconceptions of God 

presence and purpose in the world, and we too stumble, trip and end up red faced and confused. 

But as many times as we see Peter stumble we see Jesus with him, always with him, ready to lift him again 

and direct him forward on the journey of faith and service as a disciple. 

Might it be misconceptions of power, influence and security drawn from a ‘worldly’ perspective rather than that 

of the Kingdom that shape Peter’s thoughts? The Messiah in popular thought was going to deliver the people 

from oppression and take his place on the throne of David; it will be a glorious sight to behold. But where is the 

glory in the cross Jesus points to as he talks of events to come in Jerusalem? 

Jesus had talked of talked of his disciples having authority from heaven, to bind and to permit. He talked of 

standing up to death, the gates of Hades would not prevail, but how is any of this possible if he takes the trip to 

Jerusalem? 

No wonder Peter protests. “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you!” Jesus’ response is swift and to 

the point: “Get behind me, Satan!” Here is the tempter back again, having left the desert after Jesus’ baptism, 

until an opportune time. But Jesus will not be diverted from God’s mission and from his calling as Messiah. It is 

necessary for him to go to Jerusalem so that God’s mission will be fulfilled; so that the Messiah will be revealed 

in all of his glory. 

It is necessary for Jesus to go to Jerusalem, why because “on the third day he will be raised” and God will 

reveal as a lie that violence is the ultimate power. 

In the desert Jesus command to Satan was to ‘go away’ from him, to leave. In his rebuke of Peter Jesus’ words 

suggest firstly that Peter’s heart is one ‘after the ways of Satan’ rather than God. But importantly, ‘get behind 

me’ is both a reminder to Peter of his calling as a follower, as a disciple and a way of restoring their 

relationship as master and disciple. The rebuke maybe sounds harsh in our ears but it comes filled with grace.  

Jesus is blunt in his rebuke, but he does not break relationship. In grace Jesus enables Peter to see where his 

motives are coming from and invites him to return to discipleship. As Peter begins to sink below the waves on 

the lake Jesus is there to lift him. As Peter stumbles Jesus is there to catch him. As Peter denies Jesus 3 times 

his Lord offers 3 times the opportunity to declare his allegiance. Here is the work of the Messiah – not 

revolution but redemption and renewal!  



Here is the reason Jesus must go up to Jerusalem; that in his offering of his life he will enable others to follow 

as disciples that they may offer their lives as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God. That we too might 

take up our cross and follow him even though we might stumble, we might get the wrong end of the stick, we 

might fall short of the glory of God in Christ Jesus. 

How will we follow him today? 

 

The Creed 
 
 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
 

Prayers         We make our intercessions 

Lord, as you love us, help us to love one another. Give to your church a burning zeal through your 
Spirit and keep us ardent in our spirits. 
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, we pray for peace and unity in your church. Increase our fellowship with one another and our 
openness t others of your church not yet gathered with us. Give us courage to share your love for this 
world, to tell of our lives with you that the faintest whiff of faith may be fanned into flame for your 
glory. 
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for peace in our hearts, our community, in this nation, and across your world, that as much 
as it may be possible for us we may live in peace with all people. We pray for peace keeping 
organisations, for NGOs, for the United Nations. We pray for police and probation services. We give 
thanks for all who offer and work for peace in this world. 
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
May our homes be places of peace and love. We pray for those caught in domestic violence, 
homelessness, unemployment and spiralling debt. Be with our local foodbank and increase people’s 
generosity to their work. But as we pray this we ask that the systems of injustice, poor decisions by 
government and the greed of many would be turned by your love to the ways of your kingdom. 
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all not at peace, for broken relationships, the broken hearted and broken in spirit. For 
those who suffer from a breakdown in wellbeing, for all being affected by hatred or revenge. 
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 



 
Lord, when you come in your glory, make us to be one with you and the saints who are now at peace. 
 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, the prince of peace. Amen. 

 

 

A Prayer during the Covid-19 Pandemic 
 
All: Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

The Collect  
 
All: God of constant mercy, who sent your Son to save us: 

Remind us of your goodness, increase your grace within us, 
That our thankfulness may grow, through Jesus Christ our Lord 
Amen. 

 
 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Conclusion 
 

All: Christ, as a light illumine and guide me this day.                             
Christ, as a shield overshadow me.                            
Christ under me, Christ over me; 
Christ beside me on my left and my right.                           
This day be within and without me. 
Amen. 

 


