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Almighty and eternal God, revealed for all time and to all the world as one God, yet three persons, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, living in the unity of love. We now join the Saints of the ages, together yet apart and ‘make a Spiritual Communion, 

rejoicing in the grace of God come to us in fullness through Christ our Lord and Saviour, by the will of the Father and 

through the presence of The Spirit with us, now and for ever. 

 

 

 

An Acclamation for the Season 
 
All:  Alleluia, alleluia! It is our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give you thanks, holy Father, 

almighty and eternal God. For you have revealed the glory of your eternal fellowship of love with your 
Son and with the Holy Spirit, three persons equal in majesty, undivided in splendour, yet one God,  
ever to be worshipped and adored. Alleluia!   

 
 
 

Hymn  Love one another 

 
 

Preparation 
 

All: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
 Through the brokenness of Christ, we become one body 

as one body we now gather in the name of Christ to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to receive God’s 
holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 
 
 
 
 



Our Confession 
 

God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by the Holy Spirit. Let us therefore put away all anger and 
bitterness, all slander and malice, and confess our sins to God our redeemer. 
 
 
All: Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and confess to 

you our weakness and unbelief. 
 

We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

  
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

 
We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

Be still for a moment in confession and in receiving God’s Grace in Christ 

 
All: May Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us 

our sins, open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of his 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord.  

      Amen. 
 
 
 

The opening prayer 
 

All: The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 
Silence is kept. 

 
All: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire 

with love for you; 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Psalmody Psalm 119.33-40 We say the psalm aloud 

 

Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes and I shall keep it to the end. 

Give me understanding and I shall keep your law; 

I shall keep it with my whole heart. 

Lead me in the path of your commandments, for therein is my delight. 

Incline my heart to your testimonies and not to unjust gain. 

Turn away my eyes lest they gaze on vanities; O give me life in your ways. 

Confirm to your servant your promise, which stands for all who fear you. 

Turn away the reproach which I dread, because your judgements are good. 

Behold, I long for your commandments; in your righteousness give me life.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen 

 

 



Scripture Reading Romans 13.8-14 

 
 8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 The 
commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet’; 
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 10 Love does no 
wrong to a neighbour; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 

 
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside 
the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; 13 let us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

At the end of the reading we say: 

All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gloria 
All: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you 

for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

 

The Gospel  Matthew 18.15-20 

 
Alleluia, alleluia. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and 

who is to come, the Almighty. 

 

 15 ‘If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. 

If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two 

others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If the 

member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, 

let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax-collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of 

you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or 

three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.’ 

 

Alleluia, alleluia. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and 

who is to come, the Almighty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Reflection for the day    

Anyone who’s been reading or listening to the news recently will be well aware that questions of justice loom 

large in today’s society. Most of us develop a strong sense of what is fair from an early age, our western 

welfare state is concerned about social equality and our legal system thrives on justice through upholding laws. 

As we emerge from the pandemic in times of political and economic uncertainty we may well question what 

justice means for us today.  

 

Today’s readings take us deeper into ways of thinking about God’s justice. The psalm reminds us that God’s 

justice is conveyed to us through the accepted means of social conformity and law keeping but is actually 

about much more than that. God’s justice is about our relationship with God, that is our common union 

(communion) with God who calls us out of love to himself. God’s justice is revealed to us throughout God’s 

people’s story of living the Ten Commandments under a startling variety of Jewish legal systems during Old 

Testament times.  

 

Let’s think about God’s justice in Paul’s letter to the Romans. As a well-educated Jew, Paul lived by the Law of 

Moses so it’s unsurprising he mentions the Commandments. Rather than dwelling on the prohibitions, what we 

should not do, Paul shows us the meaning God’s justice through Christ. Today’s first reading invites us to take 

our part in God’s justice through love: ‘Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the 

law’ (v.10).  

 

Paul’s key point is that love, which does no harm, is the path to living in God’s law. Paul goes on to give his 

listeners a bit of a wake-up call, encouraging them to live in the light of Christ balanced with a warning against 

the dangers of self-indulgence. But I think Paul has a point. Living in the love of Christ really does challenge us 

to engage more deeply in God’s justice. That means letting go of self to love others as Christ loves us.  Jesus 

remind us in today’s gospel that it’s not going to be easy. We are all human after all. God knows we are going 

to mess up, and loves us through all that. But that doesn’t excuse us or mean we don’t have to try. However 

painful our disputes may be, Christ is with us, loving us unconditionally.  

 

Let’s recall Paul’s words ‘love is the fulfilling of the law’ in the first reading (Rom 13:10).  This verse is 

absolutely fundamental to Jesus’s message. A few chapters on in Matthew’s gospel Jesus tells us that the 

greatest commandment is “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind” (Matthew 22:36) and the “second is like it: You shall love your neighbour as yourself” (Matthew 22:39). 

Jesus sums up everything revealed by the prophets and in the law of Moses by these two commandments.  

 

Here’s God’s justice. We become Christ like through love and we learn to be the person God created each of 

us to be through love. Love is the image in which we are created.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Creed 
 

 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
 

Prayers         We make our intercessions 

Love is the fulfilling of the law. 

God of justice, we pray for peace and stability across all nations. Guide all world leaders to challenge 

oppressive systems and govern with justice that seeks freedom for all. We pray for all lawyers, the police and 

all those who work to uphold the law in our nation.  

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Love does no wrong to a neighbour. 

God of truth, we pray for our church across the world and within our own community. Strengthen us all to look 

outwards and to share the good news of your love. We pray especially for the work of food banks and 

organisations who tend the edges of society. Guide us all to see you in others that they may also see you in 

us. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God our strength and our guide, we pray for all our young people as they look forward to new opportunities as 

universities, colleges and schools reopen. Strengthen in your hope all students, teachers and lecturers as they 

regather for the new academic year, guide them in new ways of learning and bless them with new friendships.  

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God of compassion, we pray for those who are experiencing uncertainty or anxiety. We pray for all those who 

are isolated, for those who are lonely. We pray for all those who are sick in our community and all those who 

care for them and for all those who suffer the grief of bereavement. In the silence of our hearts, we pray for ....  

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Jesus said “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13: 34-35). Strengthen us 

to go forward in your love to follow your will today and always, Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 



A Prayer during the Covid-19 Pandemic 
 
All: Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

The Collect  
 
All: Almighty God, you search us and know us; may we rely on you in strength and rest on you in 

weakness, now and in all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Conclusion 
 

All: Christ, as a light illumine and guide me this day.                             
Christ, as a shield overshadow me.                            
Christ under me, Christ over me; 
Christ beside me on my left and my right.                           
This day be within and without me. 
Amen. 

 


