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Almighty and eternal God, revealed for all time and to all the world as one God, yet three persons, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, living in the unity of love. We now join the Saints of the ages, together yet apart and ‘make a Spiritual Communion, 

rejoicing in the grace of God come to us in fullness through Christ our Lord and Saviour, by the will of the Father and 

through the presence of The Spirit with us, now and for ever. 

 

 

 

An Acclamation for the Season 
 
All:  Alleluia, alleluia! It is our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give you thanks, holy Father, 

almighty and eternal God. For you have revealed the glory of your eternal fellowship of love with your 
Son and with the Holy Spirit, three persons equal in majesty, undivided in splendour, yet one God,  
ever to be worshipped and adored. Alleluia!   

 
 
 

Hymn  Amazing Grace 

 
 

Preparation 
 

All: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
 Through the brokenness of Christ, we become one body 

as one body we now gather in the name of Christ to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to receive God’s 
holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 
 
 
 
 



Our Confession 
 

God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by the Holy Spirit. Let us therefore put away all anger and 
bitterness, all slander and malice, and confess our sins to God our redeemer. 
 
 
All: Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and confess to 

you our weakness and unbelief. 
 

We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

  
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

 
We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

Be still for a moment in confession and in receiving God’s Grace in Christ 

 
All: May Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us 

our sins, open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of his 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord.  

      Amen. 
 
 
 

The opening prayer 
 

All: The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 
Silence is kept. 

 
All: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire 

with love for you; 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Psalmody Psalm 145.1-8  We say the psalm aloud 

 

I will exalt you, O God my King, and bless your name for ever and ever. 

Every day will I bless you and praise your name for ever and ever. 

Great is the Lord and highly to be praised; his greatness is beyond all searching out. 

One generation shall praise your works to another and declare your mighty acts. 

They shall speak of the majesty of your glory, and I will tell of all your wonderful deeds. 

They shall speak of the might of your marvellous acts, and I will also tell of your greatness. 

They shall pour forth the story of your abundant kindness and joyfully sing of your righteousness. 

The Lord is gracious and merciful, long-suffering and of great goodness. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen 

 

 

 

 



 

Scripture Reading Jonah 3.10 to 4.11 

 

When God saw what they (the Ninevites) did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind 

about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

 

But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the Lord and said, ‘O Lord! Is not 

this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew 

that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent 

from punishing. 3 And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.’ 4 And 

the Lord said, ‘Is it right for you to be angry?’ 5 Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, 

and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 

 
6 The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him 

from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7 But when dawn came up the next day, God 

appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east 

wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, 

‘It is better for me to die than to live.’ 
 

9 But God said to Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?’ And he said, ‘Yes, angry enough to 
die.’ 10 Then the Lord said, ‘You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labour and which you did 
not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, 
that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who do not know their right 
hand from their left, and also many animals? 
 

At the end of the reading we say: 

All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gloria 
All: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you 

for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

 

The Gospel  Matthew 20.1-16 

 
Alleluia, alleluia. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and 

who is to come, the Almighty. 

 

‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire labourers for his 

vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he 

went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-place; 4 and he said to them, “You also 

go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. 5 When he went out again about noon 

and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing 

around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” 7 They said to him, “Because no one 



has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” 8 When evening came, the owner of the 

vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then 

going to the first.” 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily 

wage. 10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the 

usual daily wage. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, “These last 

worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 

scorching heat.” 13 But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me 

for the usual daily wage? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to 

you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 

generous?” 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’ 

 

Alleluia, alleluia. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and 

who is to come, the Almighty. 

 

 

A Reflection for the day    

Jonah is a man in a real grump. He didn’t want to go to Ninevah in the first instance, he feared what would 

happen. But having tried all he could to go a different way he finds himself in Ninevah and goes through with 

the request of God to speak; and 5 words sees 120,000 people repent. In repenting God relented and so there 

was nothing to be seen from the hill top looking over the city, no fire raining from heaven, no apocalypse to 

enjoy. What was use of him journeying all that way if people were going to repent? More so what point was it if 

God knew they would do? 

 

The workers in the vineyard come home after a full day’ work to receive their wages and watching the pay-out 

they are filled with a sense of being wronged. After all they had worked for a day’s wages, they deserved the 

pay; but these others have worked just a short time and are being given the same wage. We know we are 

supposed to see the owner in the story as God and the workers being Israel, and I am sure the listeners heard 

it thus. Even after the owner talks of the agreement made and that it was honoured for each I am sure the 

listeners were smarting; would God really see the last as equal to the first? 

 

Grace doesn’t come in different sizes, it is a one size fits all, however it is limitlessly abundant in the economy 

of God. And praise god it is thus, after all I wonder if anyone actually could justify through their actions in life 

the grace God has to offer; I am sure I could not. And more, is it not a point for rejoicing that God is ready and 

eager to pour out grace on all who will come to receive it; even Nivevites, tax collectors and sinners! And how 

there is rejoicing in Heaven over one sinner who repents than ninety-nine righteous men who do not need to 

repent (like you can find any, let alone 99). 

 

I wonder if we might feel like Jonah some days, do all we can to avoid undertaking what God has asked of us. 

Or, maybe we find it hard that God seems ready to forgive, eager to pour out grace on those who really look 

like they should face the music instead. Or maybe we feel we have been slaving all day and deserve to be paid 

more than those who have joined in late with things. If we do, we are only human and God understands. God 

understands and offers to us the same grace as he does to others. And the joy is that grace will never run out 

and is sufficient and all we will ever need – be we a repenting inner or a supposedly righteous person. 

 

Praise God for grace beyond all measure! 

 

 

 

 



The Creed 
 

 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
 

Prayers         We make our intercessions 

 

Lord, as we bless you for your abundant grace, we pray you would keep us firm in the faith you have set before 

us in Jesus Christ, your gift of grace to all the world. 

Lord hear us, graciously hear us! 

 

We pray for your church in areas where it faces oppression, cynicism or is simply ignored. Be with all who seek 

to bring your grace to the world about them, encourage all afraid to confess their faith. 

Lord hear us, graciously hear us! 

 

Bless employers with a spirit of fairness and grace. We remember those who queue to find work each day, all 

who depend on Social Security. We pray for those without work, for those on low incomes for those who face 

prejudice in looking for work. May those who prosper be generous and willing to share with the needy. 

Lord hear us, graciously hear us! 

 

We give thanks for homes and pray for your grace and peace to be upon them. We pray for those who work to 

supply the things we need and we remember homes where families go hungry, those in great debt, and the 

food banks and agencies working to assist. 

Lord hear us, graciously hear us! 

 

We remember those unable to work through disability, the handicapped, for those permanently deprived of the 

dignity of work through sickness and ill health. We also think of those who give up work to care for loved ones 

who are ill. 

Lord hear us, graciously hear us! 

 

We give thanks for all who have been faithful labourers in your harvest; may we with them rejoice in your love 

and generosity in your everlasting kingdom. 

Lord hear us, graciously hear us! 

 

 

 

 



A Prayer during the Covid-19 Pandemic 
 
All: Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

The Collect  
 
All: God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your church in the burning fire of your love: grant 

that your people may be fervent in the fellowship of the gospel that, always abiding in you, they may 
found steadfast in faith and active in service; through Jesus Christ your son our lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 
 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Conclusion 
 

All: Christ, as a light illumine and guide me this day.                             
Christ, as a shield overshadow me.                            
Christ under me, Christ over me; 
Christ beside me on my left and my right.                           
This day be within and without me. 
Amen. 

 


