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Almighty and eternal God, revealed for all time and to all the world as one God, yet three persons, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, living in the unity of love. We now join the Saints of the ages, together yet apart and ‘make a Spiritual Communion, 

rejoicing in the grace of God come to us in fullness through Christ our Lord and Saviour, by the will of the Father and 

through the presence of The Spirit with us, now and for ever. 

 

 

 

An Acclamation for the Season 
 
All:  Alleluia, alleluia! It is our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give you thanks, holy Father, 

almighty and eternal God. For you have revealed the glory of your eternal fellowship of love with your 
Son and with the Holy Spirit, three persons equal in majesty, undivided in splendour, yet one God,  
ever to be worshipped and adored. Alleluia!   

 
 
 

Hymn A New Commandment 

 
 

Preparation 
 

All: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
 Through the brokenness of Christ, we become one body 

as one body we now gather in the name of Christ to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to receive God’s 
holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Our Confession 
 

God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by the Holy Spirit. Let us therefore put away all anger and 
bitterness, all slander and malice, and confess our sins to God our redeemer. 
 
 
All: Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and confess to 

you our weakness and unbelief. 
 

We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

  
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

 
We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

Be still for a moment in confession and in receiving God’s Grace in Christ 

 
All: May Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us 

our sins, open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of his 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord.  

      Amen. 
 
 

The opening prayer 
 

All: The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 
Silence is kept. 

 
All: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire 

with love for you; now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

The Psalmody Psalm 1  We say the psalm aloud 

Blessed are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the assembly of the scornful. 
Their delight is in the law of the Lord and they meditate on his law day and night. 
Like a tree planted by streams of water bearing fruit in due season,                                                       
with leaves that do not wither, whatever they do, it shall prosper. 
As for the wicked, it is not so with them; they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
Therefore, the wicked shall not be able to stand in the judgement,                                                       
nor the sinner in the congregation of the righteous. 
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked shall perish 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning,                                          

is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen 

 

 

 

 



Scripture Reading Leviticus 19.1-2 and 15-18 

 
The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 
2 Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for I the Lord your 
God am holy 
15 You shall not render an unjust judgement; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with 
justice you shall judge your neighbour. 16 You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you 
shall not profit by the blood of your neighbour: I am the Lord. 
17 You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbour, or you will incur guilt 
yourself. 18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your 
neighbour as yourself: I am the Lord. 
At the end of the reading we say: 

All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gloria 
All: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you 

for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

 

The Gospel  Matthew 22.34-46 

 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35 and one of them, a 
lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 ‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?’ 37 He 
said to him, ‘“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.” 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbour 
as yourself.” 40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’ 
41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 42 ‘What do you think of 
the Messiah? Whose son is he?’ They said to him, ‘The son of David.’ 43 He said to them, ‘How is it then that 
David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 
44 “The Lord said to my Lord, 
‘Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet’”? 
45 If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?’ 46 No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that 
day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 
At the end of the reading we say: 

All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

A Reflection for the day   Philipp Bellows writes 

           

 Today is bible Sunday. It’s a time to focus prayerfully on ‘bible mission’ as going out into the world to 

proclaim God’s word. Let’s think about the bible as our journey through a whole library of different texts through 

different times. In this library we encounter God and God’s people in all manner of different ways, some quite 

challenging. Today’s readings wake us up to a core truth that underpins everything we might encounter. It all 

hinges on love. 

 

  We already know from our journey through Matthew’s gospel that Jesus, now in Jerusalem, is being 



challenged by the Jewish authorities, determined to bring him down. The Pharisees test him relentlessly to use 

the Jewish law in evidence against him. Jesus responds by opening his hearers’ minds, and ours, to deeper 

meaning and exposing the Pharisees’ hypocrisy. Today’s gospel contains one of the key passages in the bible 

which roots the gospel Good News in the story of God’s people Israel. It all centres on Jesus’s use of the most 

holy Jewish prayer, the Schema, (Hear O Israel).  

           

 When Jesus answers the Pharisees: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 

soul, and with all your mind.” (Mt.22:37) he is quoting from the Schema (Deuteronomy 6:4). It was, and still is, 

Jewish Law to pray this several times a day and pass it on throughout all generations.  

           

 Jesus unleashes the action with the words. If you really, fully love God it means loving all God’s people 

whoever they may be. God loves us and he loves us all the same. If we sign up to that we are not just invited, 

but commanded, to love one another as God loves us. Jesus says this to the Pharisees who are looking for a 

justifiable reason to kill him. That’s a wake-up call if ever there was one.  

           

 That’s why Jesus tells us these two commandments underpin the whole of the Jewish law... all 10 

commandments, 613 mitzvot (principles) and God’s truth spoken by the prophets. These two commandments 

underpin the laws set out in today’s Old Testament reading. Leviticus 19:18 gives us the ‘What?’: ‘You shall not 

take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people’; the ‘How?’: ‘you shall love your neighbour as 

yourself’ and the ‘Why?’ ‘I am the Lord’. 

           

 The two commandments, familiar to us from the Book of Common prayer, say Love the Lord your God and 

love others with absolutely everything you are and have. We can do that because God loves us first and gives 

us his Son to set us free. These two commandments are the real deal about the purpose of our faith. This bible 

Sunday I invite you to listen to how Jesus’s words: 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” …  “You 

shall love your neighbour as yourself.” 

 

 

The Creed 
 
 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 

 



Prayers         We make our intercessions 

Most merciful Redeemer, friend and brother, may we know you more clearly, love you more dearly and follow 

you more nearly, day by day. Amen   (St Richard of Chichester) 

 

Lord God, we pray for your Church throughout the world, for all our ordained, lay and pioneer Church leaders 

and all who seek to proclaim your word. We pray for the Bible Society and Open Doors and all organisations 

risk their lives to resource Christians in the face of persecution. We pray for Messy Church, Open the Book and 

all missional organisations who seek to share your love amongst people of all ages. 

 

On this bible Sunday we pray for guidance through the Scriptures. Help us to search regularly your word to 

gain more insight as to who you are and more understanding of your will for each one of us. Give us an 

increasing desire to read, listen to your word, and find nourishment through the Bible. 

May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly and follow you more nearly, day by day.  

  

Holy Lord, as we reflect on your commandment to love you and one another, we pray for our world. We pray 

for all those who work for economic justice, human rights and environmental stewardship. We pray for peace 

amongst adversity and courage in uncertainty that people may act justly towards one another and seek the 

well-being of others. Guide all those in positions of responsibility during this time of pandemic, all research 

scientists, all involved in health, social care and education. 

May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly and follow you more nearly, day by day.  

  

Compassionate Lord, in the silence of our hearts we pray for all those who are sick, in sadness or any 

particular need. We pray for all those whose needs are known only to you and for our own intentions, 

especially … 

 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, Amen. 

 

 

A Prayer during the Covid-19 Pandemic 
 
All: Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 

The Collect  

 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: help us so to hear them, to read, 
mark, learn and inwardly digest them that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word, 
we may embrace and for ever hold fast the hope of everlasting life, 
which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you,                                       
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever 
All: Amen.  
 
 
 



Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Conclusion 
 

All: Christ, as a light illumine and guide me this day.                             
Christ, as a shield overshadow me.                            
Christ under me, Christ over me; 
Christ beside me on my left and my right.                           
This day be within and without me. 
Amen. 

 


