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Almighty and eternal God, revealed for all time and to all the world as one God, yet three persons, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, living in the unity of love. We now join the Saints of the ages, together yet apart and ‘make a Spiritual Communion, 

rejoicing in the grace of God come to us in fullness through Christ our Lord and Saviour, by the will of the Father and 

through the presence of The Spirit with us, now and for ever. 

 

 

 

An Acclamation for the Season 
 
All:  Alleluia, alleluia! It is our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give you thanks, holy Father, 

almighty and eternal God. For you have revealed the glory of your eternal fellowship of love with your 
Son and with the Holy Spirit, three persons equal in majesty, undivided in splendour, yet one God,  
ever to be worshipped and adored. Alleluia!   

 
 
 

Hymn  For the Beauty of the Earth 

 
 

Preparation 
 

All: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
 Through the brokenness of Christ, we become one body 

as one body we now gather in the name of Christ to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to receive God’s 
holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 
 
 
 
 



Our Confession 
 

God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by the Holy Spirit. Let us therefore put away all anger and 
bitterness, all slander and malice, and confess our sins to God our redeemer. 
 
 
All: Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and confess to 

you our weakness and unbelief. 
 

We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

  
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

 
We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

Be still for a moment in confession and in receiving God’s Grace in Christ 

 
All: May Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us 

our sins, open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of his 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord.  

      Amen. 
 
 
 

The opening prayer 
 

All: The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 
Silence is kept. 

 
All: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire 

with love for you; now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

The Psalmody Psalm 80.7-17  We say the psalm aloud 

You have made us the derision of our neighbours, and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

Turn us again, O God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it. 

You made room around it, and when it had taken root, it filled the land. 

The hills were covered with its shadow and the cedars of God by its boughs. 

It stretched out its branches to the Sea and its tendrils to the River. 

Why then have you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 

The wild boar out of the wood tears it off, and all the insects of the field devour it. 

Turn again, O God of hosts, look down from heaven and behold;                                                  

Cherish this vine which your right hand has planted, and the branch that you made so strong for yourself. 

Let those who burnt it with fire, who cut it down, perish at the rebuke of your countenance. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen 

 

 



 

Scripture Reading Isaiah 5.1-7 

 
Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile 

hill. 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watch-tower in the midst of 

it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 
3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 
4 What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why 

did it yield wild grapes? 5 And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. 

I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 
6 I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will 

also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of 

Israel, and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; 

righteousness, but heard a cry! 

At the end of the reading we say: 

All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Gloria 
All: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you 

for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Gospel  Matthew 21.33-46 

 
Alleluia, alleluia. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and 

who is to come, the Almighty. 
 
33 ‘Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine 

press in it, and built a watch-tower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 34 When the 

harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35 But the tenants seized his 

slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and 

they treated them in the same way. 37 Finally he sent his son to them, saying, “They will respect my son.” 38 But 

when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his 

inheritance.” 39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 Now when the owner of the 

vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?’ 41 They said to him, ‘He will put those wretches to a 

miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.’ 
42 Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures: “The stone that the builders rejected has become 

the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes”? 
43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the 

fruits of the kingdom. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on 

whom it falls.’ 45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 

speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as 

a prophet. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and 

who is to come, the Almighty. 



A Reflection for the day   Philippa Bellows writes: 

 

You have probably noticed that our Sunday readings this month revolve around images of the vineyard, 

cultivating and harvesting grapes. I’ve been wondering how the pandemic experience of uncertainty, and 

lockdown-enforced gardening for many, may open our hearts and minds in a whole new way to listen to how 

God speaks to us about trust through today’s readings. 

 

In Isaiah’s song of the vineyard we see the prophet speaking of God as the vineyard owner, who lovingly tends 

his vineyard, Israel. Was God really so frustrated with the vineyard for yielding wild grapes of sin and rebellion 

that he wrecked it? I think there’s little doubt that Isaiah’s ‘wild grapes’ do represent God’s people’s sorry state, 

but if we check out the history it’s easier to see why Isaiah’s song seems to take such a dim view of God’s 

people. 

           

Let’s step into Isaiah’s sandals. It’s the eighth century BC and Jerusalem expects an attack from the Assyrian 

army, knowing the consequences will be devastating for Judah. Isaiah is trying to alert God’s people to change 

their rebellious ways and return to God, although his ‘song’ suggests he has little hope for renewal. You’ve 

probably noticed we’ve got the same theme in today’s psalm. It was probably written a couple of hundred years 

later than Isaiah’s song, in the light of Judah’s defeat and exile. The psalmist holds out more hope. Isaiah’s 

warning was prophetic because it spoke God’s truth into his people’s crisis, yet the psalmist shows us that God 

continues to care for the vine, God’s people:  

 

Verse 16; Cherish this vine which your right hand has planted, and the branch that you made so strong for 

yourself. 

 

Isaiah’s song and psalm 80 both have much to tell us about God’s trust for his people. In today’s gospel, Jesus 

uses the same setting to teach us about how trust can shape our lives. 

           

Let’s check out the context. Jesus has arrived in Jerusalem and the chief priests and elders challenge his 

authority. Jesus reaches into the scripture his hearers know well to teach them about the outcome of their 

choices. Let’s think about how this story invites us into an encounter with God who trusts us enough reveal 

himself to us through creation, that’s the vineyard. God trusts us enough to give us his word spoken through 

the prophets, in this case Isaiah. Jesus takes the story to a whole new level. 

           

In trust God planted a vineyard to sustain us, there’s a fence to protect us and a watchtower to remind us God 

is looking out for us. God trusts us to care for the vineyard and for all those who come into it. The God who 

trusts us, trusts us with his only Son, who gave his life for us on the cross so that we might live. God’s trust for 

us knows no limits.  

           

God’s trust shapes our lives because God waits for each of us, in trust, to become the person he lovingly 

created us to be. Our thought and prayer as we go into this week might be how do we tend God’s vineyard and 

invite others in to it, in current times of uncertainty? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Creed 
 

 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
 

Prayers         We make our intercessions 

 

God our Father, your kingdom embraces the whole of creation. Guide your church throughout the world to 

assist in your harvest and speak your truth into areas of doubt. We pray for those who are persecuted for their 

faith, and for Open Doors and all Christian charities, who take risks to bring your word into places of violence 

and oppression.  

Lord of faith and trust, help us to trust in you. 

 

Lord, you search the secret motives of our leaders to reveal hypocrisy and virtue. Our out your spirit of integrity 

on all world leaders. Grant us all the wisdom to discern your voice and the courage to follow your will. 

Lord of faith and trust, help us to trust in you. 

 

Lord, you see fully into our hearts and know what we can become. We  

pray for those who affirm and encourage others, especially teachers and those who care for young and 

vulnerable people. 

Lord of faith and trust, help us to trust in you. 

 

Lord, you know our needs and concerns before we ask. Hear us as we bring before you all who are sick or in 

special need… 

Bless them and fill them with your healing strength. 

Lord of faith and trust, help us to trust in you. 

 

Lord, there is no darkness that can extinguish your eternal light.  

In this faith we entrust to you all who have died… 

Raise us with them to your eternal kingdom. 

Lord of faith and trust, help us to trust in you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Prayer during the Covid-19 Pandemic 
 
All: Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

The Collect  
 
All: O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers of your people who call upon you; and grant that 

they may both perceive and know what things they ought to do, 
and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil them; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

 
 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Conclusion 
 

All: Christ, as a light illumine and guide me this day.                             
Christ, as a shield overshadow me.                            
Christ under me, Christ over me; 
Christ beside me on my left and my right.                           
This day be within and without me. 
Amen. 

 


