Our Sunday Service Together
June 26th 2022
Trinity 3

An Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Alleluia

Preparation
All:

This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Through the brokenness of Christ, we become one body
as one body we now gather in the name of Christ to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to receive God’s
holy word, to pray for the needs of the world,
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit
we may give ourselves to the service of God.

Our Confession
Let us come to the light of Christ, confessing our sins in penitence and faith.
All:

Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and confess to
you our weakness and unbelief.
We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection.
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us.
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing.
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us.
We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven.
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us.

Be still for a moment in confession and in receiving God’s Grace in Christ

All:

May Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us
our sins, open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of his
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord. Amen.

The opening prayer
All:

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind.

Silence is kept.

All:

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire
with love for you; now and for ever. Amen.

The Psalmody

Psalm 16

Preserve me, O God, for in you have I taken refuge; I have said to the Lord, ‘You are my lord,
all my good depends on you.’
All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, upon those who are noble in heart.
Though the idols are legion that many run after, their drink offerings of blood I will not offer,
neither make mention of their names upon my lips.
The Lord himself is my portion and my cup; in your hands alone is my fortune.
My share has fallen in a fair land; indeed, I have a goodly heritage.
I will bless the Lord who has given me counsel, and in the night watches he instructs my heart.
I have set the Lord always before me; he is at my right hand; I shall not fall.
Wherefore my heart is glad and my spirit rejoices; my flesh also shall rest secure.
For you will not abandon my soul to Death, nor suffer your faithful one to see the Pit.
You will show me the path of life; in your presence is the fullness of joy and in your right hand are pleasures for
evermore.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen

Scripture Reading

Galatians 5.1 and 13-25

For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.
13 For

you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. 14 For the whole law
is summed up in a single commandment, ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ 15 If, however,
you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.
16 Live

by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For what the flesh desires is
opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to
each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not
subject to the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity,
licentiousness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions,
factions, 21 envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you
before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 By contrast, the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control.
There is no law against such things. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh
with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.
At the end of the reading we say:
All:
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gloria
All:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you
for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Gospel

Luke 9.51-62

51 When

the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52 And he sent
messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for
him; 53 but they did not receive him, because his face was set towards Jerusalem. 54 When his
disciples James and John saw it, they said, ‘Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down
from heaven and consume them?’ 55 But he turned and rebuked them. 56 Then they went on to
another village. 57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, ‘I will follow you
wherever you go.’ 58 And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but
the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’ 59 To another he said, ‘Follow me.’ But he said, ‘Lord,
first let me go and bury my father.’ 60 But Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their own dead; but as
for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.’ 61 Another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord; but let me first
say farewell to those at my home.’ 62 Jesus said to him, ‘No one who puts a hand to the plough and
looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.’
at the end of the reading we say:
All:
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

A Reflection for the day

Revd. J Webb writes:

It comes as a real shock on a lovely day in sleepy Podimore to read ‘Lord, do you want us to command fire to
come down from heaven and consume them?’ This seems to be a throwback to the God of the Old
Testament who was said to have wiped out nearly all the human race in a flood, or the people of Sodom and
Gomorrah with fire and brimstone. So it is important to note where and when this was said. Luke has
made it clear that Jesus is making a very significant journey to Jerusalem and this involves either going
through Samaria or making a substantial detour. Often Jews would avoid going through Samaria because
there was a long standing and bitter feud between them the origins of which were lost in the mists of time.
Luke stresses that the Journey was significant because Jesus was going to Jerusalem specifically to confront
the leaders of the church and the Roman authorities. The Apostles didn’t understand what was happening,
but there was tension which bubbled over when this Samaritan village refused them the usual hospitality - they
wanted vengeance.
Long standing and bitter feuds growing out of supposed injustices inflicted long ago seem to have a habit of
festering on and periodically bursting into violence. This is the background to the terrible slaughter in Ukraine
– there were conflicts and disagreements in the past which the Russian leadership have convinced
themselves, their people and even the church leaders that they are fully justified in seeking to take back
Ukraine by force in ‘a special operation’. To most people it just looks like an unjust and barbaric war. The
situation is similar in Northern Ireland where deep-seated historic wrongs and supposed wrongs periodically
come to the surface. There are similar grievances over slavery and abuse. Such historic grievances can

be seen poisoning relationships in towns and villages, places of work and factories, families and individuals.
So St Luke’s record of Jesus reaction is important - he simply writes ‘But he turned and rebuked them. Then
they went on to another village.’ Jesus doesn’t want to get tied up in historic bitterness, but to move forward
– don’t dwell on the past but look to the future. What’s done is done and sadly we can’t change it. In short,
he is calling for a spirit of forgiveness not revenge. St Paul put it so well when he wrote ‘Love keeps no score
of wrongs’. And that is the whole point of the Journey that Jesus is on. He is going with the express
purpose of facing the evil and corruption in Jerusalem. Those powers will seem to have triumphed on Good
Friday, but Easter will show that forgiveness and reconciliation are the real victors.

The Creed
All:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers

We make our intercessions

O God of peace, who has taught us that in quietness and confidence shall be our strength; help us,
as we come into your presence, to be still and know that you are God.
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ let us pray to the Father.
Strengthen Bishop Ruth and all who seek to serve you in this diocese. And we pray for Michael our
bishop elect, as he prepares for his ministry among us. May they be filled with the Spirit and serve
you as the first disciples. We give thanks for all those who have spread the good news throughout
the ages. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.
We Pray for our Prime Minister and all World leaders, that they may have the Spirit of wisdom to lead
us through this difficult time. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.
We pray for the victims of war, injustice and abuse that they may find peace and reconciliation.
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.
We pray for the leaders of our industries and trades unions that they may work together for the good
of all. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.
We pray for our families, friends and neighbours that we may serve Christ in one another and seek
the common good. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.
We pray for the sick, suffering and dying ………..
and we give thanks and pray for those who use
their skill and risk their lives to care for them. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer

Hear us as we remember those who have died……… According to your promises grant them a
share in your eternal kingdom. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.
Rejoicing in the fellowship of all your saints, we commend ourselves and the whole creation to your
unfailing love. Amen.

The Collect
All:

God our Saviour, look on this wonderful world in pity and in power; hold fast to your promises of peace
won for us by your Son, our saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

All:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Conclusion
All:

Christ, as a light illumine and guide me this day.
Christ, as a shield overshadow me.
Christ under me, Christ over me; Christ beside me on my left and my right.
This day be within and without me. Amen

