
Our Sunday Service Together 

August 14th 2022 
9th Sunday after Trinity 

 

 

 

An Acclamation  

  
  Alleluia, alleluia. 
  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
  one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty. 
  Alleluia 
 

 

Preparation 
 

All: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 Through the brokenness of Christ, we become one body 
as one body we now gather in the name of Christ to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to receive God’s 
holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 

 

Our Confession 
Let us come to the light of Christ, confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
All: Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and confess to 

you our weakness and unbelief. 
 

We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

 
We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

Be still for a moment in confession and in receiving God’s Grace in Christ 

 
All: May Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us 

our sins, open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of his 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord. Amen. 



The opening prayer 
 

All: The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

All: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire 
with love for you; now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Psalmody 80.1-2 and 8-19 

 

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, you that led Joseph like a flock; 
Shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim, before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh. 

 
Turn us again, O God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it. 
You made room around it, and when it had taken root, it filled the land. 
The hills were covered with its shadow and the cedars of God by its boughs. 
It stretched out its branches to the Sea and its tendrils to the River. 
Why then have you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 
The wild boar out of the wood tears it off, and all the insects of the field devour it. 
Turn again, O God of hosts, look down from heaven and behold; 
Cherish this vine which your right hand has planted, and the branch that you made so strong for 
yourself. 
Let those who burnt it with fire, who cut it down, perish at the rebuke of your countenance. 
Let your hand be upon the man at your right hand, the son of man you made so strong for yourself. 
And so will we not go back from you; give us life, and we shall call upon your name. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 

be: world without end. Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading Hebrews 11.29 to 12.2 

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians 
attempted to do so they were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been 
encircled for seven days. 31 By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were 
disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace. 
 
32 And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of 
David and Samuel and the prophets— 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered 
justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women 
received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to 
obtain a better resurrection. 36 Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and 
imprisonment. 37 They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; 
they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented— 38 of whom the world 
was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 
39 Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was 
promised, 40 since God had provided something better so that they would not, without us, be made 
perfect. 
 
 



Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before 
us, 2 looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 
At the end of the reading we say: 

All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Gloria 
All: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you 

for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Gospel  Luke 12.49-56 

‘I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 50 I have a baptism with which to be 

baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! 51 Do you think that I have come to bring peace to 

the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! 52 From now on, five in one household will be divided, three against 

two and two against three; 53 they will be divided: father against son and son against father, mother against 

daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against 

mother-in-law.’ 

 
54 He also said to the crowds, ‘When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, “It is going to 

rain”; and so it happens. 55 And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, “There will be scorching heat”; 

and it happens. 56 You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you 

not know how to interpret the present time? 

at the end of the reading we say: 
All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

A Reflection for the day  

Well, what cheery readings we have before us today. The reading from Luke is probably high on the list of 
‘things we wish Jesus never said’, or was recorded as saying. This is not Jesus gentle, mild, caring. It isn’t 
actually very nice at all, Parents and children at loggerheads, in-laws falling out, what does Jesus have in mind 
saying all this? 
 
Well, he has stepped fully into ‘prophet mode’ and picks up on the imagery contained within the likes of Micah 
and Isaiah. Israel is a family and filled with dysfunctional behaviour – they have especially looked away from 
their father in heaven and his best desires for them.  
 
‘You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the 
present age?’; this is a classic prophet line with a two pronged challenge. You see what is before you when it 
comes to the weather, you see before you the ways of the Kingdom bursting forth in love and power, healing, 
rescuing, re-creating. Yet folks seem blind to it all; if it looks like rain it is, if it looks like the love of God then 
why ignore or reject it (how often has the church done the same?). 
 
But more, weather is generated by the climate, and weather patterns change as climate alters – we know that 



all too well just now. The folks Jesus talks with cannot see that the climate they live within holds the possibility 
of bad weather, very bad weather if the people keep walking away from God and challenging Rome.  
 
Walking against the prevailing wind is not always easy, the people the book of Hebrews is written to know this. 
Living by faith in Christ, living within a culture, a climate that is set against grace, peace, justice, that sets 
people to fear otherness and gain all for self alone brought trouble and persecution to the early church. But 
they followed in the footsteps of many of faith who followed their pioneer Jesus. 
 
Watching the Commonwealth Games recently one regular comment by those interviewed after a race stood 
out; ‘the noise from the crowd enabled me to complete the race, gave me the extra energy to cross the line’. 
The great cloud of witnesses is forever cheering on the followers in faith, though short on energy, though 
wearied by the length of the race, still they cheer; I wonder if we hear them. If we hear them calling us to know 
both the ‘life circumstance weather’ we face in any one day and the ‘general climate of society’ which will ask 
us to walk away from faith. 
 
Jesus may sound blunt and even not very nice in his words to us today from Luke’s gospel, but they are said 
with love and concern that we follow rather than fall, that we continue to be light even in darkest times, that we 
continue to set our hearts each day to ‘good works’ for the gospel’s sake. I wonder if we might listen to the 
‘great cloud of witnesses’ and stand against all that is not God’s Kingdom purposes for both the church and 
society. and I wonder if we can ensure that each day we cloth ourselves in the Spirit with all that will be needed 
to face the day’s weather.  
 
 

The Creed 
 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
 

Prayers         We make our intercessions 

Lord, in the storms of life bid us come to you. 
When we are in danger of being overwhelmed, increase our faith; 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for areas where your church is struggling or being overwhelmed, for pastors and lay workers 
facing danger or tempest at this time.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the areas of our world overcome by natural disaster, hurricanes, floods, lack of rain; for 
all swamped by poverty and hunger, for all battered by waves after wave of oppression and violence.                        
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
 
 



We give thanks for all who have supported us in times of trouble and distress. We pray for friends in 
need at this time, may we be a strength to them. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those who are depressed, fearful, weary or despairing. For the sick in body and mind we 
know and name before you now.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We remember those who reach out with a helping hand, for carers, social workers, hospital staff, 
good neighbours and food banks and we give thanks for them. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We give thanks for those who are beyond the storms of this world and have come to rest with you in 
eternity. May we come in faith to be with you and them in life eternal. 
Merciful Father, accept these and all our prayers for the sake of your son, our saviour Jesus Christ, 
Amen 
 
 

The Collect  

 
All: Almighty God, who sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your Church: 
open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit 
in love and joy and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 
 
 

The Conclusion 
 

All: Christ, as a light illumine and guide me this day.                             
Christ, as a shield overshadow me.                            
Christ under me, Christ over me; Christ beside me on my left and my right.                 
This day be within and without me. Amen 


