Our Sunday Service Together
August 7th 2022
8th Sunday after Trinity

An Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Alleluia

Preparation
All:

This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Through the brokenness of Christ, we become one body
as one body we now gather in the name of Christ to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to receive God’s
holy word, to pray for the needs of the world,
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit
we may give ourselves to the service of God.

Our Confession
Let us come to the light of Christ, confessing our sins in penitence and faith.
All:

Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and confess to
you our weakness and unbelief.
We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection.
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us.
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing.
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us.
We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven.
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us.

Be still for a moment in confession and in receiving God’s Grace in Christ

All:

May Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us
our sins, open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of his
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord. Amen.

The opening prayer
All:

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind.

Silence is kept.

All:

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire
with love for you; now and for ever. Amen.

The Psalmody

33.12-22

Happy the nation whose God is the Lord and the people he has chosen for his own.
The Lord looks down from heaven and beholds all the children of earth.
From where he sits enthroned he turns his gaze on all who dwell on the earth.
He fashions all the hearts of them and understands all their works.
No king is saved by the might of his host; no warrior delivered by his great strength.
A horse is a vain hope for deliverance; for all its strength it cannot save.
Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon those who fear him, on those who wait in hope for his steadfast love,
To deliver their soul from death and to feed them in time of famine.
Our soul waits longingly for the Lord; he is our help and our shield.
Indeed, our heart rejoices in him; in his holy name have we put our trust.
Let your loving-kindness, O Lord, be upon us, as we have set our hope on you.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall
be: world without end. Amen.

Scripture Reading

Hebrews 11.1-3 and 8-16

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 Indeed, by faith our
ancestors received approval. 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so
that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance;
and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been
promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same
promise. 10 For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 By
faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because
he considered him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead,
descendants were born, ‘as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the
seashore.’ 13 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw
and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14 for people who
speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of the land that
they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that
is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for
them.
At the end of the reading we say:
All:
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gloria
All:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you
for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Gospel

Luke 12.32-40

Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your
possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven,
where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
35
‘Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be like those who are waiting for their master to return from
the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are
those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them
sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn,
and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.
39
‘But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he[a] would not have
let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.’
at the end of the reading we say:
All:
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

A Reflection for the day

Rev John Webb writes

This week’s reading continues last week’s theme – money and our use of it. It is worth noticing that Jesus’
teaching is not just airy-fairy talk, but about the practicalities of life. This is very important as we see prices in
the shops going up and the prospect of ‘a winter of discontent’.
In our reading for last week Jesus was talking about the extreme case of the greedy landowner who
accumulated and stored all he could only to die and leave it to others. This week he goes to the other
extreme ‘sell your possessions and give alms’. The inference of this seems to be that we should sell
everything we have and rely on the generosity of others. That is worryingly radical and would make most of
us run a mile! It certainly makes me think. Some have taken it literally. Luke tells us in Acts that the
early church in Jerusalem tried to live like this with everything in common but it failed and they had to be bailed
out by the rest of the church. Others have tried to do the same with similar results.
It seems that Jesus is using dramatic language to make us think. He did this as on other occasions when he
talked about hanging millstones round people’s necks and throwing them into the sea, or cutting off offensive
hands or plucking out straying eyes. These certainly shock us and make us think seriously, but hopefully they
are not intended to be taken too literally. He is doing the same here and getting us to think about money.
Money and our use of it is a serious matter and Paul famously warned the young Timothy that ‘the love of
money is the root of all evil’. But note that unlike the song he doesn’t say ‘money is the root of evil’. (That
will now be in my head for the rest of the day!) Money in itself is neutral but it is our attitude towards it that is
important It is the obsession with money which Paul rejects. Jesus has presented us with the two extremes
and our challenge is to balance the two.
If, as seems very possible, we are moving into a time of austerity it is important to remember that Jesus didn’t
reject the good things of life.
He clearly enjoyed a good party with plenty of food and free-flowing wine, he
enjoyed the company of his friends and our central act of worship is based on a celebratory meal.

The Creed
All:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers

We make our intercessions

O God of peace, who has taught us that in quietness and confidence shall be our strength; help us, as we
come into your presence, to be still and know that you are God.
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ let us pray to the Father.
Strengthen Bishop Ruth and all who seek to serve you in this diocese. And we pray for Michael our bishop
as he prepares for his ministry among us. May they be filled with the Spirit and serve you as the first
disciples. We give thanks for all those who have spread the good news throughout the ages.
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.
We Pray for our Government as they select a new Prime Minister, that they may make a wise choice.
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.
We pray for the victims of war, injustice, prejudice and abuse that they may find peace and reconciliation.
May we never forget that all people are loved and valued by God regardless of differences.
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.
We pray for our use of the gifts of God entrusted to us, that we may use them responsibly for the good of all.
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.
We pray for our families, friends and neighbours that we may serve Christ in one another and seek the
common good. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.
We pray for the sick, suffering and dying ………..
and we give thanks and pray for those who use their skill
and risk their lives to care for them. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer
Hear us as we remember those who have died……… According to your promises grant them a share in your
eternal kingdom. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.
Rejoicing in the fellowship of all your saints, we commend ourselves and the whole creation to your unfailing
love.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Amen

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with
us all, now and for evermore. Amen.

The Collect
All:
Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we beseech you to direct, sanctify and govern both our hearts and
bodies in the ways of your laws and the works of your commandments; that through your most mighty
protection, both here and ever, we may be preserved in body and soul; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

The Conclusion
All:

Christ, as a light illumine and guide me this day.
Christ, as a shield overshadow me.
Christ under me, Christ over me; Christ beside me on my left and my right.
This day be within and without me. Amen

