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An Acclamation  

  
  Alleluia, alleluia. 
  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
  one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty. 
  Alleluia 
 

 

Preparation 
 

All: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 Through the brokenness of Christ, we become one body 
as one body we now gather in the name of Christ to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to receive God’s 
holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 

 

Our Confession 
Let us come to the light of Christ, confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
All: Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and confess to 

you our weakness and unbelief. 
 

We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

 
We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

Be still for a moment in confession and in receiving God’s Grace in Christ 

 
All: May Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us 

our sins, open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of his 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord. Amen. 



The opening prayer 
 

All: The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

All: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire 
with love for you; now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Psalmody 113 

 
Alleluia. 
Give praise, you servants of the Lord, O praise the name of the Lord. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord, from this time forth and for evermore. 
From the rising of the sun to its setting let the name of the Lord be praised. 
The Lord is high above all nations and his glory above the heavens. 
Who is like the Lord our God, that has his throne so high, yet humbles himself to behold the things of heaven 
and earth? 
He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ashes, 
To set them with princes, with the princes of his people. 
He gives the barren woman a place in the house and makes her a joyful mother of children. Alleluia. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen 
 

Scripture Reading 1 Timothy 2.1-7 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings should be made 
for everyone, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godliness and dignity. 3 This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, 4 who 
desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God; there 
is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a 
ransom for all —  this was attested at the right time. 7 For this I was appointed a herald and an 
apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
At the end of the reading we say: 

All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Gloria 
All: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you 

for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

 

The Gospel  Luke 16.1-13 

Then Jesus said to the disciples, ‘There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to him 

that this man was squandering his property. 2 So he summoned him and said to him, “What is this that I hear 

about you? Give me an account of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.” 3 Then 



the manager said to himself, “What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not 

strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as 

manager, people may welcome me into their homes.” 5 So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he 

asked the first, “How much do you owe my master?” 6 He answered, “A hundred jugs of olive oil.” He said to 

him, “Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.” 7 Then he asked another, “And how much do you owe?” 

He replied, “A hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him, “Take your bill and make it eighty.” 8 And his 

master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are 

more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. 9 And I tell you, make friends for 

yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal 

homes. 
10 ‘Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest 

also in much. 11 If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true 

riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your 

own? 13 No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted 

to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.’ 

at the end of the reading we say: 
All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

A Reflection for the day Revd John Webb writes; 

It is a remarkable coincidence that the set reading for the Epistle this Sunday, the day before the funeral of the 

late Queen and only a few days after Charles was declared King, should contain the phrase ‘I urge that 

supplications, prayers, intercessions and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high 

positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity.’   It is therefore most 

appropriate that many prayers have been offered and will continue to be offered in Cathedrals, churches and 

privately that the late Queen may rest in peace and for King Charles as he takes on his new responsibilities.  

 

It is important to realise that when St Paul wrote those words his experience of monarchy was very different 

from ours.   He was probably thinking of the Herod dynasty who were self- indulgent, capricious and cruel.   

The gospels record that one was responsible for the ‘Slaughter of the Innocents’, and another the ‘Beheading 

of John the Baptist’ in the wake of a salacious party.   Paul was right in calling upon God to protect them from 

such people.  The situation has changed but we have to acknowledge that some of our King’s ancestors were 

not much better.   The popular image of Henry VIII with his six wives and countless arbitrary political 

executions and ‘bloody’ Mary suggest they were in the same mould and even Elizabeth I did things which 

would be frowned upon to-day.   So it is interesting and important to notice how monarchy has evolved over 

the centuries.   When Paul was writing it was mostly about wealth and power but to-day it is very different.   

Their wealth is no longer really theirs, but seen as in trust for the nation, and real power rests with the 

government. 

  

All the many tributes to Queen Elizabeth have stressed her service to the nation.   From a very early age she 

has dedicated herself to serving those over whom she ruled.   That has involved considerable sacrifice and 

wisdom.   Monarchy has become a responsibility rather than a privilege.   I can’t begin to imagine what it 

must be like to be told at a very early age that your whole life has been mapped out for you and that you have 

very little choice over how you will live it.   It seems to me like being told that you will have to live the rest of 

your life like living in a goldfish bowl wearing a strait jacket!   I’m not surprised that some members of the royal 

family have been unable to embrace such commitment. 

 

We have been greatly blessed by Queen Elizabeth II and all the signs are that King Charles III will be picking 

up her mantle and wearing it with pride, and as he does so may we take the words of St Paul to heart and 



support him with the official prayer.  

 

Everlasting God, we pray for our new King. 

Bless his reign and the life of our nation. 

Help us to work together so 

that truth and justice, harmony and fairness 

flourish among us. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

 

The Creed 
 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
 

Prayers         We make our intercessions 

O God of peace, who has taught us that in quietness and confidence shall be our strength; help us, 
as we come into your presence, to be still and know that you are God. 
 
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ let us pray to the Father.  
 
We pray for Michael our bishop and all the clergy in this diocese.   May they be filled with the Spirit 
and serve you as the first disciples.  We give thanks for all those who have spread the good news 
throughout the ages. Lord in your mercy.   Hear our prayer. 
  
We pray for King Charles as he assumes this new role.   Lord in your mercy.   Hear our prayer. 
 
We Pray for our new Prime Minister and government, that they may have the wisdom and courage 
necessary to guide our nation through these difficult times.   Lord in your mercy.   Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the victims of war, injustice, prejudice and abuse that they may find peace and 
reconciliation.   May we never forget that all people are loved and valued by God regardless of 
differences.    Lord in your mercy.   Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for our use of the gifts of God entrusted to us, that we may use them responsibly for the 
good of all.   Especially we pray for those returning to school, college or university.   Lord in your 
mercy.   Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for our families, friends and neighbours that we may serve Christ in one another and seek 
the common good.   Lord in your mercy.   Hear our prayer. 



We pray for the sick, suffering and dying ………..    and we give thanks and pray for those who use 
their skill to care for them.   Lord in your mercy.   Hear our prayer 
 
Hear us as we remember Queen Elizabeth those who have died recently………   According to your 
promises grant them a share in your eternal kingdom.   Lord in your mercy.   Hear our prayer. 
 
Rejoicing in the fellowship of all your saints, we commend ourselves and the whole creation to your 
unfailing love.  
   
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.   Amen 
 
And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us all, now and for evermore.   Amen. 
 
 

The Collect  

All: Almighty God, whose only Son has opened for us a new and living way into your presence: give us 
pure hearts and steadfast wills to worship you in spirit and in truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 
 

The Conclusion 
 

All: Christ, as a light illumine and guide me this day.                             
Christ, as a shield overshadow me.                            
Christ under me, Christ over me; Christ beside me on my left and my right.                 
This day be within and without me. Amen 


