
Our Sunday Service Together 

25th September2022 
15th Sunday after Trinity 

 

 

 

An Acclamation  

  
  Alleluia, alleluia. 
  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
  one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty. 
  Alleluia 
 

 

Preparation 
 

All: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 Through the brokenness of Christ, we become one body 
as one body we now gather in the name of Christ to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to receive God’s 
holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 

 

Our Confession 
Let us come to the light of Christ, confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
All: Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and confess to 

you our weakness and unbelief. 
 

We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

 
We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

Be still for a moment in confession and in receiving God’s Grace in Christ 

 
All: May Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us 

our sins, open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of his 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord. Amen. 



The opening prayer 
 

All: The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

All: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire 
with love for you; now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Psalmody 146 

 
Alleluia. 
Praise the Lord, O my soul: while I live will I praise the Lord; as long as I have any being, I will sing praises to 
my God. 
Put not your trust in princes, nor in any human power, for there is no help in them. 
When their breath goes forth, they return to the earth; on that day all their thoughts perish. 
Happy are those who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the Lord their God; 
Who made heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in them; who keeps his promise for ever; 
Who gives justice to those that suffer wrong and bread to those who hunger. 
The Lord looses those that are bound; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; 
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous; 
The Lord watches over the stranger in the land; he upholds the orphan and widow; but the way of the wicked 
he turns upside down. 
The Lord shall reign for ever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 
Alleluia. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen 
 

 

Scripture Reading Amos 6.1a and 4-7 

Alas for those who are at ease in Zion, and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria, 
 
Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, and lounge on their couches, and eat lambs from the flock, 
    and calves from the stall; 5 who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, and like David improvise on 
instruments of music; 6 who drink wine from bowls, and anoint themselves with the finest oils, 
    but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 
7 Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 
At the end of the reading we say: 

All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gloria 
All: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you 

for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 



 

The Gospel  Luke 16.19-31 

19 ‘There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every 

day. 20 And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who longed to satisfy his hunger 

with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22 The poor man died 

and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham.[f] The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, 

where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24 He called 

out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 

tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.” 25 But Abraham said, “Child, remember that during your lifetime you 

received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in 

agony. 26 Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to 

pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.” 27 He said, “Then, father, I beg 

you to send him to my father’s house— 28 for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not 

also come into this place of torment.” 29 Abraham replied, “They have Moses and the prophets; they should 

listen to them.” 30 He said, “No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will 

repent.” 31 He said to him, “If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even 

if someone rises from the dead.”’ 

at the end of the reading we say: 
All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

A Reflection for the day  

Jesus continues where he left off last week in Luke with his concerns and challenges to the people of Israel.  

The story used of the rich man, living very well whilst ignoring those in need at the gate of his home, who dies 

and faces a very different eternal existence was a well-known tale to both Jew and Gentile.  

 

At its heart, the story demolishes the false theology that says wealth, beauty and success are a sign of divine 

blessing (a theology sadly held by many Christians today). The rich man has failed to use the blessings he has 

from God for the good of all, and in shock finds himself in eternal want and need in Hades. 

 

This is, however, not a story told by Jesus to make rich individuals feel guilty. This is a story for the entire 

nation of Israel, blessed with both the land promised by God and more so with the presence and revelation of 

God, and yet ignoring their calling within this blessing to show the nations there is an alternate way to be 

human. 

 

The twist in the tale comes in the words of Abraham as he confounds the rich man’s assumptions about human 

motivation. If the prosperous are hardened against the teaching they have already received in relation to 

ministering to the poor then no warning of hell fire, or encountering a miraculous resurrection, will work. 

 

Israel has been here before, just look to the words of Amos challenging a rich and complacent people, warning 

them trouble is coming. Age to age, and people to people, the call comes from God to live differently within the 

blessing received - to have concern for the widow and orphan, to minister to the sick, to forgive as we are 

forgiven. 

 

The rich man stands then for Israel who has again, it seems, missed God’s moment and call to be his people - 

to be a people blessed by God so that others would know there is an alternate way to be human.  

 

Jesus speaks to all generations of God’s people through this famous tale. In simple terms he says, ‘there’s no 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+16.9-31&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-25635f


time like the present’! There is no time like the present to live within the grace of God, to minister his blessings 

to the world, to step into the call of baptism and be God’s people in this age, following the way, the truth and 

the life – Jesus himself. There is no time like the present simply because the time to come, the time of Hades, 

is a time too late. 

 

Now is the time to be the people of God in Christ, to bless the poor, to reveal to the world the alternate way of 

being human made possible through Christ. 

 

The Creed 
 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
 

Prayers         We make our intercessions 

 
Lord, as we bless you for your abundant grace, we pray you would keep us firm in the faith you have 
set before us in Jesus Christ, your gift of grace to all the world. 
Lord hear us, graciously hear us! 
 
We pray for your church in areas where it faces oppression, cynicism or is simply ignored. Be with all 
who seek to bring your grace to the world about them, encourage all afraid to confess their faith. 
Lord hear us, graciously hear us! 
 
Bless employers with a spirit of fairness and grace. We remember those who queue to find work each 
day, all who depend on Social Security. We pray for those without work, for those on low incomes for 
those who face prejudice in looking for work. May those who prosper be generous and willing to 
share with the needy. 
Lord hear us, graciously hear us! 
 
We give thanks for our homes and pray for your grace and peace to be upon them. We pray for those 
who work to supply the things we need and we remember homes where families go hungry, those in 
great debt, and the food banks and agencies working to assist. 
Lord hear us, graciously hear us! 
 
We remember those unable to work through disability, the handicapped, for those permanently 
deprived of the dignity of work through sickness and ill health. We also think of those who give up 
work to care for loved ones who are ill. 
Lord hear us, graciously hear us! 
 
We give thanks for all who have been faithful labourers in your harvest; may we, with them, rejoice in 
your love and generosity, and in your everlasting kingdom. 



Lord hear us, graciously hear us! 
 

The Collect  

All: God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church in the burning fire of your love: 
grant that your people may be fervent in the fellowship of the gospel that, always abiding in you, 
they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 
 

The Conclusion 
 

All: Christ, as a light illumine and guide me this day.                             
Christ, as a shield overshadow me.                            
Christ under me, Christ over me; Christ beside me on my left and my right.                 
This day be within and without me. Amen 


