
Our Sunday Service Together 

29th October2023 
Last Sunday in Trinity 

 

 

 

An Acclamation  

  
  Alleluia, alleluia. 
  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
  one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty. 
  Alleluia 
 

 

Preparation 
 

All: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 Through the brokenness of Christ, we become one body 
as one body we now gather in the name of Christ to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to receive God’s 
holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 

 

Our Confession 
Let us come to the light of Christ, confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
All: Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and confess to 

you our weakness and unbelief. 
 

We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 
 
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

 
We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

Be still for a moment in confession and in receiving God’s Grace in Christ 

 
All: May Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us 

our sins, open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of his 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord. Amen. 



The opening prayer 
 

All: The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

All: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire 
with love for you; now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Psalmody Psalm 1 

Blessed are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor lingered in the way of sinners, 
nor sat in the assembly of the scornful. 
Their delight is in the law of the Lord and they meditate on his law day and night. 
Like a tree planted by streams of water bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither, 
whatever they do, it shall prosper. 
As for the wicked, it is not so with them; they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
Therefore, the wicked shall not be able to stand in the judgement, nor the sinner in the congregation of the 
righteous. 
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked shall perish. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen 

 
 

Scripture Reading 1 Thessalonians 2.1-8 

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, 2 but though we had already 
suffered and been shamefully maltreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to declare to 
you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. 3 For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure 
motives or trickery, 4 but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the 
gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. 5 As you know and 
as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; 6 nor did we seek praise 
from mortals, whether from you or from others, 7 though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. 
But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 8 So deeply do we care for 
you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you 
have become very dear to us. 
At the end of the reading we say: 
All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Gloria 
All: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you 
for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

 

The Gospel  Matthew 22.34-46 

34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35 and one of them, 
a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 ‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?’ 37 He 
said to him, ‘“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.” 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbour 



as yourself.” 40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’ 
41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 42 ‘What do you think of 
the Messiah? Whose son is he?’ They said to him, ‘The son of David.’ 43 He said to them, ‘How is it then that 
David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 44 “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand, until I put your 
enemies under your feet’”?  45 If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?’ 46 No one was able to give 
him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 
 
at the end of the reading we say: 
All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

A Reflection for the day Revd John Webb writes 

We are living under the shadow of not one but two terrible wars.   I follow the media news, but I can hardly 

bear to watch constant reports of terrible suffering even though we are told that we are spared the worst.   I 

can’t help wondering where it will all end up and there are even sinister references to the outbreak of a Third 

World War. 

 

     It is sobering to note that all the countries directly involved, Russia and Ukraine, Israel and Palestine claim 

to be followers of faiths based on the Old Testament Scriptures Jesus quotes in to-day’s gospel reading as the 

basis for a good life.   They constitute what has become known as the Golden Rule – love God and love your 

neighbour.   So what has gone wrong?   How can they think that the mass slaughter of innocent women and 

men, girls and boys and even babies can possibly be justified?     In both cases the reasons are historic 

wrongs   going back many years.   They are in some distorted way attempts to repair old grievances and 

settle old scores. 

 

     When I was a padre I saw ‘the troubles’ in Northern Ireland at first hand.   By chance I had worked in 

Belfast before that in my auditing days so I was already familiar with the situation.   I had been concerned and 

saddened by the divisions and inequalities in the two communities so I wasn’t surprised at the eruption of 

violence.   We always knew that the problem would not be solved by the army – our role was to stop the two 

sides killing each other while a diplomatic solution could be found.   Both sides were traumatised by historic 

injustices and both sides needed healing.  The peace in Northern Ireland, such as it is, came about when 

trusted third parties of good will were able to bring the warring parties together to find a way forward.   That 

must surely be the solution in the present conflicts we face today so our support and prayers must be given to 

the national leaders who seem to be working so hard in the area.   We can’t expect a running commentary on 

their talks, but there are small signs of progress. 

 

     I always think that it is a happy coincidence that that the great move towards reconciliation in Northern 

Ireland was on Good Friday.   That serves to remind us that even at the darkest moment when Jesus suffered 

and died there can be hope.   A hope realised a few days later at Easter when he rose and breathed new life 

into the demoralised church.   Even at this dark hour we can have hope that there will be peace and harmony 

between those at present locked in conflict. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Creed 
 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
 

Prayers         We make our intercessions 

O God of peace, who has taught us that in quietness and confidence shall be our strength; help us, as we 
come into your presence, to be still and know that you are God. 
 
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ let us pray to the Father.  
 
We pray for Bishop Michael and the clergy and congregations of this diocese as they respond to the 
challenges they face.   Lord in your mercy hear our prayer.  
 
We pray for all people of faith that they may all work together for peace and harmony throughout the world.   
Lord in your mercy hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for world leaders, that they may forgive past wrongs, seek reconciliation and go forward in peace.   
Especially we pray for the leaders and peoples of Ukraine, Russia, Israel and Palestine that a just and 
permanent solution may be found for their disputes.    Lord in your mercy hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for our King, Prime Minister, members of parliament and local councillors that they may have the 
Wisdom of Solomon.   Lord in your mercy hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for our families, friends, and neighbours that we may serve Christ in one another and seek the 
common good. Lord in your mercy hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the sick, suffering, dying and those who mourn ……….    and we give thanks and pray for those 
who care for them.   Lord in your mercy hear our prayer. 
 
Rejoicing in the fellowship of all your saints, we commend ourselves and the whole creation to your unfailing 
love.  And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with us all, now and for evermore.   Amen. 
 
 

The Collect  

All: Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 
help us so to hear them, to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them 
that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word, 
we may embrace and for ever hold fast the hope of everlasting life, 
which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

 
 



Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Conclusion 
 

All: Christ, as a light illumine and guide me this day.                             
Christ, as a shield overshadow me.                            
Christ under me, Christ over me; Christ beside me on my left and my right.                 
This day be within and without me. Amen 


