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An Acclamation for Pentecost 
 
All:  It is our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give you thanks, holy Father, almighty and 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, your only Son our Lord. 
This day we give you thanks because in fulfilment of your promise you pour out your Spirit upon us, 
filling us with your gifts, leading us into all truth, and uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession 
of one faith. Your Spirit gives us grace to call you Father, to proclaim your gospel to all nations and to 
serve you as a royal priesthood. And so earth and heaven resound with gladness, while angels and 
archangels and the powers of all creation sing for ever the hymn of your glory. 

 

Preparation 
 

All: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
 Through the brokenness of Christ, we become one body 

as one body we now gather in the name of Christ to offer our praise and thanksgiving, to receive God’s 
holy word, to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 
 

Our Confession 
 

All: Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, we come to you in sorrow for our sins, and confess to 
you our weakness and unbelief. 

 
We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

  
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 

 
We have lived for this world alone, and doubted our home in heaven. 
In your mercy, forgive us, hear us and help us. 



Be still for a moment in confession and in receiving God’s Grace in Christ 

 
All: May Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive us 

our sins, open our eyes to God’s truth, strengthen us to do God’s will and give us the joy of his 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord.  

      Amen. 
 

The opening prayer 
 

All: The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 
Silence is kept. 

 
All: As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire 

with love for you; 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Psalmody Psalm 104.26 - 37 We say the psalm aloud 

 

O Lord, how manifold are your works! 

In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 

There is the sea, spread far and wide, and there move creatures beyond number, both small and great. 

There go the ships, and there is that Leviathan which you have made to play in the deep. 

All of these look to you to give them their food in due season. 

When you give it them, they gather it; you open your hand and they are filled with good. 

When you hide your face they are troubled; when you take away their breath,                                                     

they die and return again to the dust. 

When you send forth your spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth. 

May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; may the Lord rejoice in his works; 

He looks on the earth and it trembles; he touches the mountains and they smoke. 

I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will make music to my God while I have my being. 

So shall my song please him while I rejoice in the Lord. 

Let sinners be consumed out of the earth and the wicked be no more. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul. Alleluia! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen 

 

Scripture Reading Acts 2.1-21 

 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly from heaven there 

came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided 

tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with 

the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

 
5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the 

crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 
7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we 

hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, 

Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to 

Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we 



hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 

‘What does this mean?’ 13 But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who live in 

Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, 

for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
17 “In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your 

daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 
19 And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and 

glorious day. 21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

At the end of the reading we say: 
 

All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gloria 
All: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you 

for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
 

The Gospel  John 14.8-17 

 
Philip said to Jesus, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’  Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with 
you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can 
you say, “Show us the Father”?  Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words 
that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works 
themselves.  Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do 
greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.  I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son.  If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
 
‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither 
sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
At the end of the reading we say: 

All: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

A Reflection for the day    

 
It was not unheard of for someone in Israel to have the Spirit of YHWH about them. The spoke God’s words, 
led the people, encouraged, rebuked, prayed for the people – and agonized over the people’ actions. They 
were a sign of God’s care for the people, they gave a glimpse of God.  
 
But a glimpse would never be enough, Philip embodies the desire, the plea even to see more clearly, to know 
God more deeply; ‘show us the father, he says to Jesus’. Jeremiah and Isaiah especially talk of a time when 
this ‘revelation’ would be made real – to all. 



 
Jeremiah declared a time would come when all the people would know God, from the greatest to the least. 
Isaiah moved things from ‘knowing’ to all people being blessed by the covenant God had made with David. 
Maybe the most startling of all is Joel, quoted by Peter at Pentecost – the Spirit of YHWH would be poured out 
on people of all sorts of backgrounds (thus the different languages spoken as the Spirit ‘lighted’ upon the 
disciples. 
  
For many the account of Pentecost has been received with a fixation on the specifics of the manifestation, for 
others a fear of something beyond human control. You do have to wonder if both are un-helpful. Fear of God’s 
presence and action, even if we have asked in our prayers over a long time for God to act, is something Jesus 
directs his disciples not to engage in – ‘fear not’!   
 
Ever chasing the flashes and bangs of God’s power, the breaking into today of the kingdom to come, also 
leaves us in danger of missing the very real presence of God with us each day; the most amazing of all signs 
and wonders. John has told us again and again in his Gospel that God is love and is known through His love 
present and at work in Jesus.  Philip has seen this love embodied in Jesus so Jesus gently reminds him 
through that you have seen the Father in me through this love. 
 
People will know you are my disciples, Jesus says, that his prayers for His disciples have been answered and I 
am in you and you one with me, as the Father is one with the Son, if you have love, one for another. 
 
For sure raising the dead, performing miraculous healings, walking on water, speaking in languages strange to 
us but revealing God’s love to others are all signs that the Spirit is with someone, that God’s kingdom is about, 
but it is divine love that will show we are disciples. 
 
Philip embodies the longed for plea of countless folks that God would be seen, present, manifest; a plea, as 
much today as yesterday. There is nothing to fear when it comes to the love of God. There is no sign or 
wonder greater than that love manifest in humanity for humanity. 
 
Jesus knows this which is why, as he returns to the father he sends His Spirit to alight on all sorts of people 
from all and every ordinary background so that his divine love might be manifest, that the truth about Him 
would be revealed to all nations in all languages. That we might enrol in His school of love, Jesus himself – 
who is both the syllabus and the teacher, the way, the truth and the life. 
 
The world will know we are his disciples as the Spirit of love dwells in us, directs our actions, is manifested in 
our fleshly existence.  Our part, our calling, is to be open to His Spirit come to us, to let Him direct us, and to 
make manifest his presence through love; the greatest of signs and wonders. 
 

 

The Creed 
 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
 



Prayers         We make our intercessions 

 
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ let us pray to the Father.  
 
As we remember the coming of the Holy Spirit on the disciples, we pray that the church may be led and 
enthused by the Spirit.   Lord in your mercy.   Hear our prayer. 
 
Strengthen our bishops, clergy and Lay ministers who seek to serve you in this diocese.   May they be filled 
with the Spirit and serve you as the first disciples.  We give thanks for all those who have spread the good 
news throughout the ages. Lord in your mercy.   Hear our prayer.  
 
We Pray for our King, Prime Minister and all World leaders, that they may have the Spirit of wisdom to lead us 
into the way, truth and life of Christ and His Kingdom.   Lord in your mercy.   Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for our families, friends and neighbours that we may serve Christ in one another and seek the 
common good.   Lord in your mercy.   Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the sick, suffering and dying ………..    and we give thanks and pray for those who use their skill 
and risk their lives to care for them.   Lord in your mercy.   Hear our prayer 
 
Hear us as we remember those who have died………   According to your promises grant them a share in your 
eternal kingdom.   Lord in your mercy.   Hear our prayer 
 
 

The Collect  
 
All: God, who as at this time taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending to them the light of your 

Holy Spirit: grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgement in all things and evermore to rejoice in 
his holy comfort; through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

Gathering all our prayers and praises into one, we pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Conclusion 
 

All: Christ, as a light illumine and guide me this day.                             
Christ, as a shield overshadow me.                            
Christ under me, Christ over me; 
Christ beside me on my left and my right.                           
This day be within and without me. 
Amen. 

 
 


